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Did India Conquer England 





First there was Poland, and many 
waited breathlessly to see whether 
England and France would again wig- 
gle out of their promises. For even 
those who in general believed, or 
tried very hard to believe, that the 
people of England and France would 
sooner or later force their governments 
to meet the challenge of Hitlerism, 
were not quite sure but what the 
wily heads of the British empire had 
some deal with the Nazis and would 
once again remain passive. But on 
September 3 that question seemed to 
be answered clearly enough. 

The Nazi swastika rapidly extended 
its tentacles into every corner of Po- 
land leaving a trail of blood and 
desolation, but on the western front 
the autumn air remained serene and 
calm. And again many wondered and 
speculated whether the “phony” war 
was not the result of some secret un- 
derstanding between the twelve hun- 
dred of London, Paris and Berlin. But 
there were explanations, plenty of 
them, by experts, semi-experts and 
just philosophers. The allies are not 
ready, they said, just give them a 
chance until they catch up and then, 
just wait and see. After all, just look 
at the map and you will see for your- 
self. People thereupon looked at the 
map, and saw and were partly con- 
vinced again. Democracies, they were 
told, do not work as rapidly and ef- 
ficiently as dictatorships. Where there 
is individual freedom to look out for, 
the traffic is bound to be slow and 
tangled. It sounded reasonable and 
well worth the delay. 


Months passed, ao pe continued to 
look at the map, and saw . . . that 
things are getting worse instead of 
improving with time. By the end of 
April, Denmark and most of Norway 
were in Nazi hands. The map ceased 
to be reassuring. For a while the 
headlines blared about sea fights. But 
when the smoke cleared away it ap- 
peared that there was much exaggera- 
tion; the Germans are still ferrying 
their troops to Norway, seemingly 
without much interference. Of the 
2,500 Nazi soldiers in far-away 
northern Narvik, 1,500 were reported 
captured, hundreds of others were said 
to have crossed to Sweden and, if all 
reports are to be added together, 
more than the original number had 
been accounted for in one form or 
another—but Narvik is still in the 
hands of the Nazis. 


No, we are not military experts and 
we do not undertake to give advice 
on the strategy to be followed in this 
or the other campaign. But even a 
layman may safely state in retrospect 
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that Napoleon’s invasion of Russia was 
a mistake. 

What then is the explanation of the 
series of victories of the Nazi regime 
which did not even meet with any 
real resistance? Is it possible that 
the “terrible meek” of which Gandhi 
spoke have been victorious after all 
and Chamberlain, Churchill and Hali- 
fax have become devotees of the Ma- 
hatma’s doctrine of soul force and 
non-resistance ? 

This seems very unlikely, for the 
same administration which can show 
so little in the way of effectively 


resisting the spread of Nazim has in 
the recent past shown more than its 
share of determination in suppressing 
rebellions in India and in curbing 
Jewish protests against unjust legis- 
lation in Palestine. In either case, 
whether for an effective struggle 
against Nazi Germany or for a policy 
of passive resistance which scorns 
death, the present heads of Britain 
and France would not qualify. It seems 
that a change in the administration of 
these countries is long overdue. 


S. K. 
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Editorials. of the Month 





New Frontiers in Alaska 





THE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE ON TERRITORIES 
and Insular Affairs is now studying a Bill concern- 
ing the settlement and development of Alaska that 
was introduced by Senator William King of Utah. 
Our readers are already aware of the interest in 
the development of Alaska that has been shown by 
the Department of Interior. Experts who have 
made a study of the huge territory declare that 
Alaska has been grossly neglected. Its entire pop- 
ulation is only sixty thousand while, according to 
reasonable estimates, Alaska could support be- 
tween ten and twelve million people. The interest 
of the government in the development of Alaska is 
not purely an economic matter. It is also con- 
cerned with the political and strategic angles, for 
Alaska is temptingly situated geographically and 
stimulates the appetites of other countries. 


The Bill of Senator King and the interest of the 
Department of Interior are of special significance 
to Jews. Although neither the Bill nor any official 
statements specifically mention Jews as such, we 
know that some responsible circles in Washington 
look upon the Alaska development project as one 
way toward a partial solution of the refugee prob- 
lem. It will therefore not be amiss to become bet- 
ter acquainted with the contents of this Bill and 
the ideas of those backing it. 


From the memorandum presented to the Senate 
in explanation of the Bill it is obvious that a spe- 
cial type of immigrant is aimed at, a type of per- 
son who is “prepared to conquer the problems of 
an undeveloped country.” The memorandum 
points out that the white population of Alaska has 
remained stationary during the past thirty years. 
The drastic limitation of immigration to the 
United States has also directly affected immigra- 
tion to Alaska. Americans with capital are not 
anxious to pioneer under the difficult conditions of 
an undeveloped and unpopulated land. The set- 
tlement of Alaska thus hinges on encouraging 
foreign immigrants of a suitable type. In order to 
attract this type of settler it is necessary to offer 
special inducements. The authors of the memor- 
andum feel that the most effective inducement 
would be to invite immigrants who could not other- 
wise enter the United States for a long time to 
come under the present quota. “Such immigrants, 
in meeting the problems of frontier life, would not 
be thinking of the comforts of life in the States 
that they had sacrificed, but in terms of the savag- 
ery and hopelessness of the conditions abroad 
from which they had been rescued.” This charac- 





terization of the desirable type of settler obviously 
applies to Jewish refugees from eastern and cen- 
tral Europe who no longer have anything to lose 
ahd can only gain from settling in Alaska. 


No government subsidies are mentioned al- 
though in the past every effort at colonizing a new 
land received financial aid from the respective 
governments. (In the case of Jewish colonization 
in Palestine, national and philanthropic capital 
took the place of government subsidies.) The 
author of the Bill no doubt assumed, and justly so, 
that any mention of government expenditures 
would prejudice its success. The projected plan 
therefore suggests the establishment of develop- 
ment corporations with a minimum capital stock of 
$10,000,000 and a minimum of $2,500,000 actu- 
ally subscribed. These development enterprises 
would be entitled to engage in agricultural and 
livestock operations, processing of forest products, 
mining, canning of fish, fur farming, etc. These 
corporations would have the right to bring as 
many foreign immigrants outside the quota limita- 
tions as can be provided with reasonably perman- 
ent employment that would insure their ability to 
support themselves. A great disadvantage from 
the Jewish point of view is the provision contained 


-in the Bill that the selection of immigrants should 


be in accordance with the quotas embodied in the 
Immigration Act of 1924. The application of 
this provision would work as follows: if Germany 
is entitled to nine times as many immigrants as Po- 
land (under the present quota) than the same 
ratio should be observed for non-quota immigrants 
to Alaska. The Bill appears to have been written 
before the outbreak of the war. At that time Ger- 
many was the country from which refugees, and 
especially Jews, had to be saved. But the war 
changed this situation. So far as Jews are con- 
cerned, those in Poland are much more in need of 
a new home, at least for the young people, while 
the number of young Jews, capable of pioneering 
efforts remaining in Germany has been greatly re- 
duced as a result of the persecutions. Insofar as 
Jews can influence the fate of the Bill they should 
point out to the legislators the harmful effect of 
this provision. : 


It is difficult to foretell how Congress will act 
on this Bill. Prejudice against new immigrants, 
even when everything is done to provide adequate 
safeguards for the present population, has in- 
creased rather than otherwise. It is also impos- 
sible to foresee the attitude of organized labor 
which is traditionally opposed to immigration. 
But we may reasonably assume that no objections 
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will come from the White House (at least as long 
as it is inhabited by Roosevelt), and should the Bill 
pass in Congress, the president would not veto it. 
In the meantime difficulties may be expected in 
Congress and it is hard to say what will be needed 
more urgently for the passage of this Bill, energy 
or tact. 


Responsible Jewish bodies in America should 
take a serious interest in this Bill. Its sponsors 
appear to be motivated by humanitarian as well as 
political-patriotic considerations. This attitude 
should be encouraged. 


In the case of Alaska, as well as in numerous 
other colonization projects, we must have no illu- 
sions that a new Jewish homeland is involved. 
But Alaska will in time probably become the fifti- 
eth state in the Union (Puerto Rico seems likely 
to become the forty ninth state) and, under 
favorable circumstances it can absorb many home- 
less Jews and provide them with an opportunity to 
work and earn their bread. Even without harbor- 
ing Messianic notions it would be well to consider 
seriously the role which Jews can play in the settle- 
ment and development of Alaska, a territory 
which will not remain empty forever. 


“United Front" in Norway 





THE NEWS EMANATING FROM NORWAY THESE 
days is fragmentary and highly colored by propa- 
ganda motives. We will have to wait some time 
yet before the situation clears up and we have a 
fair picture of the circumstances accompanying the 
German invasion of the country. But from the 
welter of contradictory reports one item stands 
out which has not received sufficient notice in the 
press of this country; this is the role of the Com- 
munists immediately after the invasion of 
Norway. 


Could any source of information on this subject 
be more trustworthy than the Communist party of 
Norway itself? Hardly. Let us therefore con- 
sider for a moment the Manifesto issued by the 
Norwegian Communist party in Oslo after the 
occupation of that city by the Nazis. The front 
page spread which this Manifesto received in the 
Communist press of this country is adequate in- 
dication of its importance in the eyes of the local. 
comrades and their complete agreement with it. 
Of course, the very fact that the Nazi rulers of the 
city permitted this manifesto to be published is suf- 
ficient to indicate its “progressive and revolution- 
ary’ character. But we will pause to examine it in 
some detail for it contains a lesson in Communist 
Trojan horse strategy which should not be missed. 
The Manifesto begins with the statement that the 
Nazis aim to defend Norway and to prevent its 
becoming a theatre of war. Not a word is said 
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doubting the sincerity of the Nazi declaration. 
Then follows a reminder to the Norwegians that 
it is all England’s fault and that the Nazis are 
really innocent and would have liked nothing better 
than to stay at home in peace. So far there is noth- 
ing new in the Manifesto. These statements are 
merely a repetition of the Nazi slogans. Then 
follows an attack on the Socialist and labor leaders 
who would not submit to the Nazis and fled to join 
the Norwegians forces fighting the invaders, and a 
call for labor unity. The real meaning of the 
Communist lip service to labor unity we find in the 
report of the correspondent to the Swedish Com- 
munist daily Ny Dag. He writes as follows: 
‘Simultaneously with the publication of the mani- 
festo organizational measures were taken in the 
spirit of the manifesto. Members of the trade 
union executives who had not fled from the city 
were sought out . . . New members were coopted 
into the leadership of the workers’ organization. 
The workers were called together and a proposal 
was made that they remain at their jobs so as to 
defend their interests. It is the intention to open 
all closed trade union executive offices and renew 
their work.” 


From this report the role of the Communists 
appears very clearly. With the sanction of the 
Nazi invaders they ‘“‘sought out trade union execu- 
tives,” occupied trade union offices and “propos- 
ed” to the workers to stay on their jobs. It is 
hardly necessary to elaborate any further on this 
cooperation with the Nazis. It was an even deal. 
Communists obtained control of the unions and in 
exchange saw to it that the workers keep on pro- 
ducing, for a strike at that crucial moment might 
have seriously embarrassed the invaders. Unable 
to obtain control of the labor movement through 
united front maneuveres in the trade unions, they 
obtained control through what appears to be a 
perfect united front with the Nazi invaders. 


.The Children's Crusade 





A SPECIAL WEEK (APRIL 22 TO APRIL 30) HAD 
been set aside for the Children’s Crusade. Dur- 
ing that week every pupil in every school in the 
United States has been given an opportunity to con- 
tribute for the relief of the refugee children of the 
world. American children were asked to devote 
one penny for every birthday. The fund collected 
will be distributed to the homeless, destitute chil- 
dren of every race and creed—Chinese, Polish, 
Jewish, German, Spanish, Czech, Finnish. 


The children’s crusade is under the sponsorship 
of a leading group of Americans, chief among 
whom is the distinguished novelist Dorothy Can- 
field Fisher. Prominent educators and clergymen 
of all denominations are advocating this attempt 
to enlist the interest and sympathy of American 
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children. One of the objectives of the crusade is 
to bring home to the child the blessings of democ- 
racy in comparison with the experiences of chil- 
dren under dictatorships. 

One can hardly overestimate the psychological 
importance of such a drive. Whatever the finan- 
cial results achieved, it is necessary to break down 
the spiritual “isolationism” of much of young 
America. The answer “we have our own 
troubles” is one which children should not make 
when asked for a few pennies for the tortured chil- 
dren of Europe. All is not well in our moral at- 
mosphere when such words spring as frequently to 
young lips as they do. It is not a normal reaction. 
The natural generosity of youth has been infected 
by factors which have nothing to do with the price 
of an ice cream cone the children are asked to con- 
tribute. ‘“Isolationism’’ in compassion is being 
made the ally not only of political isolationism but 
of all those reactionary forces which are interested 
in playing down the tragedy in Europe wrought by 
Nazism. The children’s crusade should do much 
towards countering these anti-democratic ten- 
dencies. 


The Workers’ Bank Ltd. 


THE WORKERS’ BANK AT TEL AVIV HAS RECENTLY 
declared its tenth consecutive annual dividend of 
4% and shareholders in the United States were 
advised to send in their coupons to the Bank head- 
quarters in New York or to the Amalgamated 
Bank in New York or Chicago. The Workers’ 
Bank was founded in 1921. As the central financial 
instrument of the Histadruth, General Federation 
of Jewish Labor in Palestine, it set itself the task 
of fostering the cooperative economic enterprises 
of Jewish labor. 

Beginning on a small scale, the Workers’ Bank 
has grown to be an important economic factor in 
the upbuilding of the country. The regularity 
with which it pays dividends to its shareholders 
testifies not only to its responsibility as an instru- 
ment of finance but also to the economic strength 
of the labor enterprises in which it invests its 
funds. In 1939 the bank extended loans amount- 
ing to more than three and a half million dollars. 
About half of this sum was invested in coopera- 
tives engaging in mixed farming, 22% in con- 
sumers’ and producers’ marketing cooperatives, 
and the balance in workers’ housing and to the 
Jewish National Fund for land buying purposes. 
In addition to the ordinary credit granted these 
cooperatives by the Workers’ Bank, special funds 
were invested in intensifying vegetable and dairy 
production for home consumption during the war 
and in accumulating stores of various supplies 
whose import may become affected by the spread 
of the war. These activities of the Bank are of 
vital importance in preventing a shortage of con- 
sumers’ goods and in assuring supplies of raw 
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materials for the continuation of building 
activities. 

The Workers’ Bank has a good many share- 
holders in this country and seeks to increase their 
number. In addition the Bank accepts long term 
deposits at an annual rate of 4% interest. Many 
Jews who have not learned to think of Palestine in 
terms of investment possibilities would do well to 
become more closely acquainted with this financial 
institution. 

Palestine Immigration Quota 





THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE AN- 
nounced that the immigration quota for the next 
six months would be nine thousand certificates. 
This meager number of immigration certificates is 
explained as being in accordance with the “law”, 
England’s new policy outlined in the White Paper. 

Were Britain as faithful to its international 
obligations as it pretends to be faithful to its self 
created and in itself illegal policy in Palestine, the 
world would appear different today. But be that 
as it may, it is necessary to point out that in 1940, 
the year of unprecedented Jewish suffering, Eng- 
lish “humanitarian” policy towards the Jews ex- 
presses itself in 9,000 immigration permits for a 
period of six months. 

But this is not all. Even these 9,000 immigra- 
tion certificates to Palestine are not granted at 
once. Only 2,500 will be given during the first 
two months. The balance? That depends on 
Jewish good behavior. At the end of each two 
month period, the number of illegal immigrants 
apprehended by the police will be deducted from 
the scheduled quota. 

Jews will not promise such “good behavior”. 
No one has the right to advise a Jew to abide by 
the illegal and brutal decres of England even if 
that should cost him his life. On the contrary, it 
is the policy of England that drives Jewish exiles 
to resort to extra-legal means to reach the Jewish 
Homeland. In this “lawless” effort we can only 
wish them frequent and large scale success. 
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Jew Baiting on the Left 


Neither the Socialist "Founding Fathers" nor 


by Max Nomad 
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modern day "left" organizations are 
always free from the taint of anti-Semitism. 





& 
_ STRANGE workings of the so-called 


proletarian dictatorship in Russia have caused 
many radicals of the Marxist school to reconsider 
their views on many points. So far, however, 
they have hardly touched upon the psychological 
assumptions of the traditional socialist creed. 
One of these assumptions was the idea that those 
who fought against capitalism were all internation- 
alists at heart; that they were free of any racial 
prejudices and devoid of any intentions ever to 
establish their own supremacy over other nations 
and races. 


To be sure, there was no conscious deception in 
the internationalist professions of the radicals of 
the early nineteenth century. Modern Socialism 
originated during the period of universal reaction 
symbolized by the Holy Alliance. Confronted 
with that internationalism from the Right, the 
malcontent middle-class and lower middle-class 
intellectuals and semi-intellectuals could not help 
impregnating their own tendencies with an inter- 
nationalism from the Left. For in their opinion 
only an international alliance of democrats—at 
that time “democracy” embraced also the ideas 
of socialism and communism—could successfully 
cope with the united front of despots from Paris 
to St. Petersburg. 


Yet at bottom their internationalism was no 
more genuine than that of the reactionary powers 
which they opposed. No matter to what school 
of socialism they belonged, the radicals of a cen- 
tury ago were ardent nationalists, both in the pro- 
gressive and the reactionary sense uf the word. 
That is, they not only fought for the independence 
and the unification of their respective peoples; 
they also nourished aspirations of national ag- 
grandizement and professed that chauvinistic con- 
tempt for other peoples and races which has char- 
acterized man since the beginning of time. 


This attitude is clearly reflected in the writings 
of such outstanding men as Blanqui, Mazzini, 
Marx and Bakunin who each represented a speci- 
fic variety of nineteenth century socialism and in- 
ternationalism. Blanqui’s Bolshevism-without-a- 
theory had served as an inspiration to countless 
revolutionary socialists of all races and nations. 
Yet when the question of France’s honor or power 
was involved, he could rave like a vulgar chauvin- 


ist. He loathed Mazzini and accused him of in- 
ability ‘“‘to forgive France her intellectual and 
political superiority” and of the desire “to destroy 
her in order to make the world forget that she 
emancipated the human race.” And during the 
war of 1870 he insulted the Germans as a race, 
referring to them as “‘men with flat feet and with 
the hands of apes .-. . who have never been any- 
thing but the scourge of the human race’’—to 
mention only a few of his epithets. 

Mazzini, though chiefly known as an Italian 
patriot, had been the initiator of the earliest at- 
tempts to found international revolutionary or- 
ganizations: Young Europe in 1834 and the 
European Central Committee after the defeat of 
the revolutions of 1848. Yet for all his demo- 
cratic and socialist-of-a-sort cosmopolitanism, he 
hated and despised the French—even the French 
democrats—for he was just as much certain that 
Italy was destined to take the first place in the 
world, as were the French concerning the mission 
of their own country. 


II. 


One is even more astonished to encounter such 
sentiments in a man like Karl Marx whom the 
reactionary world has always identified with the 
idea of internationalism and with the negation of 
nationalism. Both his writings intended for pub- 
lication, and his private letters which were pub- 
lished after his death, abound in expressions which 
throw a peculiar light upon the author. 

One may disregard the fact that the question of 
German unification played so great a part in the 
thoughts of a champion of international working 
class revolution. That was part of his struggle 
for European democracy. But occasionally that 
struggle was hard to distinguish from plain imper- 
ialist Machtpolitik. Thus, for instance, he was 
ready to give to a reestablished Poland territories 
inhabited by Ukrainians, Lithuanians and Letts on 
condition that the Polish nationalists did not em- 
barrass Germany by demands for Prussia’s Polish 
territories. In supporting the German claims to 
Schleswig and Holstein against Denmark, he at- 
tacked the Scandinavians in general by taunting 
them with their “chronic drunkenness,” their 
“brutality towards women” and their intellectual 
dependence upon German culture. After the 
breakdown of the Austrian revolution of 1848 he 
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vilified the Czechs and the Croats, referring to 
them as “‘scum,”’ and accusing them of ingratitude 
towards the Germans “who had taken the trouble 
to civilize them.” He justified the oppression of 
the Slavs in Hungary on the ground that they had 
less “‘vitality and energy” than the Hungarians.* 

But more striking than these outbursts of chauv- 
inism are the utterances of the great teacher of 
modern socialism about the Jews. Marx, though 
of Jewish descent, apparently did not consider 
himself a Jew at all, possibly because he had been 
baptized in his early childhood and thus cut off 
from the Jewish community. Painful as it is, in 
the case of a man of his stature, one sometimes 
cannot help likening his attitude to that pose of 
“detachment” with which a certain type of Jew 
occasionally tries to persuade his Gentile audience 
that he is better than the bulk of his people. 

At any rate, one of Marx’s first larger essays, 
The Jewish Question, published in 1843, could 
have become a classic of “‘scientific’’ anti-Semitism, 
had his name not been so inseparably connected 
with a movement which the anti-Semites of a later 
period were eager to identify with Jewry. 

The Leitmotiv of that essay was the identifica- 
tion of Jewry with capitalism; not only of the 
living Jewry of the given historical moment, but 
even of the Jewish religion which alone among all 
the religions of the world Marx singled out as 
being contaminated with the base attributes of 
capitalist greed. ‘‘Monev” he says, “‘is the zealous 
God of Israel outside of whom no other God is 
permitted to exist.” One almost wonders whether 
Julius Streicher, the Nazi specialist in obscene 
vilification, has not borrowed from Marx’s youth- 
ful opus the idea of one of his articles entitled 
‘Money is the Jewish God.” Marx’s idea that 
the concepts of “Jew” and “capitalist” are inter- 
changeable is epitomized in these two sentences: 
‘The emancipation of the Jews is in its last analy- 
sis the emancipation of mankind from Jewry” and 
“The social emancipation of the Jews is the 
emancipation of society from Jewry.” 

Marx’s sentiments about the Jews remained the 
same throughout his life. ‘In his two historical 
treatises, dealing with the events in France during 


_and after the Revolution of 1848 (The Class 


Struggles in France and The Eighteenth Brumaire 
of Louis Bonaparte), when referring to a par- 
ticularly hateful personage who later became Min- 
ister of Finances under Napoleon III, he speaks of 
him as “the Jew Fould.” In his private corre- 
spondence he is altogether uninhibited. The 
reader of the four volumes of his correspondence 
with Engels (unexpurgated edition, Berlin, 1929- 
1932) can find countless passages in which the 
reference to an objectionable trait in a man, if he 





* Some of these incredible sayings can be found in his Revolution and 
Counter-Revolution, others are quoted in the biography of Marx written 
by the Marxist Franz Mehring or in Karl Kautsky’s Sozialisten und Krieg. 
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happens to be a Jew, is always coupled with some 
“funny” or downright vulgar remark about his 
Jewish origin. He never made similar remarks 
about the French, Italian, German, English, or 
Polish origin of the people whom he mentioned. 
His “Aryan” alter ego Friedrich Engels was no 
better in this respect, as can be seen from the same 
Correspondence. Lassalle, for whom the two 
friends felt a deep aversion, Marx called “‘Itzig”, 
“Baron Itzig”, or even “der judische Nigger” 
(Vol. III, p. 82 of the Correspondence). Words 
like “der verdammte alte Jude”, ‘‘das Judchen”, 
‘Jid”, abound in the four volumes. Significantly 
enough, the very last letter, written by Marx two 
months before his death (Vol. IV, pp. 589-590) 
contains a thrust at the German-Jewish Socialist 
Hepner whose importunity he characterizes as 
“‘onsrer Leit? Natur und Art’’,* and another at 
‘(Madame Blind, ehmalige Cohen.” Significantly 
too, the Hungarian Leo Frankel, whom he ridi- 
culed as ‘‘das Judchen” in his letters to Engels, 
immediately rose to the dignity of “German” (The 
Civil War in France) when he became famous as 
Minister of Labor under the Paris Commune 
of 1871. 


III. 


The objective background for Marx’s attitude 
might be found in the peculiar social status of the 
German Jews one hundred years ago. Small or 
large traders and money-lenders for the most part, 
they were looked down upon with contempt by the 
intellectuals of their time who identified those 
parasitic or near-parasitic occupations with their 
race. Witness the notorious remark by Ludwig 
Feuerbach, one of the most advanced thinkers of 
his time, to the effect that while the Greek con- 
templated nature with the eyes of an enraptured 
mineralogist, the Jew did so with the eyes of a 
dealer in minerals, intent upon his profit. Hence 
also such statements by Marx, as the one in his 
Deutsche Ideologie (p. 533) where, in speaking 
about Feuerbach, he says “he regards only the 
theoretical attitude as the truly human one, while 
practice, is conveyed and fixed only in its dirty- 
Jewish form.” 

It is only in the light of a similar background, 
with the position of the Jew incomparably more 
degraded than in Germany, that one could explain 
the even more bewildering utterances of Michael 
Bakunin, the founder of modern revolutionary 
anarchism and a direct precursor of Bolshevism. 
One might perhaps say that if Marx’s strange atti- 
tude towards the Jews was that of an American 
Anglomaniac expatriate towards his less distin- 
guished ex-countrymen, Bakunin’s attitude was 
that of the typical Russian nobleman despising the 





*It is hard to translate this literally, for the whole phrase is both 
slangy and idiomatic. One might put it as ‘the ways of our chosen 
people.”” 
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Jewish peddler, petty broker, and whisky dealer 
and extending this contempt to all Jews in general. 

It so happened that Marx and a number of Jews 
among his followers had attacked Bakunin on the 
score of his revolutionary Panslavism which they 
often unscrupulously confounded, with the Pan- 
slavism of the official Tsarist brand. They also 
vilified him personally considering him as a dan- 
gerous rival in the struggle for power within the 
First International. There was nothing specific- 
ally “Jewish” in that. Mudslinging is as old as 
party strife and as human nature itself, for that 
matter. The slanders and insults bandied back 
and forth in the German socialist movement be- 
tween the followers of Lassalle and those of Bebel 
and Liebknecht were just as violent and disgusting ; 
yet the culprits were almost exclusively Aryans. 
But Bakunin had suffered more for his revolu- 
tionary activities than any one of his contempor- 
aries. Moreover, he was very impulsive and 
savage by nature. Hence he retorted in kind and 
even outdid his opponents. 

A manuscript of his, written late in 1871, deals 
with his personal relations with Marx. Bakunin 
at first makes his bow to his great adversary who 
had been his teacher as well. “Marx loves the 
proletariat” he writes, “hence he loathes the 
bourgeoisie.” After a few more complimentary 
remarks in this vein, Bakunin turns with growing 
vehemence to his shortcomings, last but not least 
of which was the fact that “he is a Jew” and is 
“surrounded by a crowd of little, more or less 
intelligent, scheming, agile, speculating Jews, just 
as Jews are everywhere, commercial and banking 
agents, writers, politicians, correspondents for 
newspapers of all shades, in short, literary brok- 
ers, just as they are financial brokers, with one 
foot in the bank and the other in the socialist 
movement, and with their behind sitting upon the 
German press; they have taken hold of all news- 
papers, and you can imagine what a nauseating 
literature is the outcome of it.” 


And he continues: “Now this entire Jewish 
world, which constitutes an exploiting sect, a peo- 
ple of leeches, a voracious parasite, closely and 
intimately connected with one another, regardless 
not only of frontiers but of political differences as 
well—this Jewish world is today largely at the 
disposal either of Marx or Rothschild. I am 
sure that, on the one hand, the Rothschilds appre- 
ciate the merits of Marx, and that, on the other 
hand, Marx feels an instinctive inclination and 
great respect for the Rothschilds. This may seem 
strange. What could there be in common between 
communism and high finance? Oh! The com- 
munism of Marx wants a strong State centraliza- 
tion, and where this exists there must inevitably 
exist a central state bank, and where such a bank 
exists, there the parasitic Jewish nation, which 
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speculates upon the labor of the people, will always 
find means for its existence.” 

A year later, in 1872, he returned to this favor- 
ite theme in an otherwise well-nigh prophetic pic- 
ture of his adversary’s ideal state of the future. 
“In reality,” he wrote, “this would be for the 
proletariat a barrack regime, under which the 
workingmen and working women, converted into 
a uniform mass, would rise, fall asleep, work and 
live at the beat of the drum; the privilege of rul- 
ing would be in the hands of the skilled and the 
learned, with a wide scope left for profitable 
crooked deals carried on by the Jews, who would 
be attracted by the enormous extension of the 
international speculations of the national banks.” 


Thus Bakunin’s personal resentment made him 
forget that Marx’s “love for the proletariat” of 
which he had spoken a few paragraphs before, 
was hardly compatible with his “inclination tow- 
ards the Rothschilds.” Not to mention the fact 
that Marx’s “love for the proletariat” squared 
badly with that other idea of Bakunin’s, that the 
aim of Marx’s socialist State was to give all the 
power and privilege to a class of exploiting office- 
holders and technicians. But such was Bakunin, a 
barbarian of genius, a mind as chaotic as the world 
he was fighting, presenting in turn the heroism of 
an adolescent and the savagery of a hooligan, the 
noble inspiration of an apostle and the cunning of 
a Jesuit, the deep insight of a philosopher and 
the prejudices of a Ku-Kluxer. 


IV. 


In a way the anti-Semitism of the two Teachers 
was to stage a comeback in a movement which 
was a sort of blend of Marxism and Bakuninism. 
We refer to some literary representatives of 
syndicalism who early in the twentieth century 
were to become Europe’s red specter, after Social- 
Democracy had expanded into respectability and 
anarchism had shrunk into complete insignificance. 

With some of these writers it was subjective 
resentment, with others the political and socio- 
economic background which made them indulge 
in generalizations typical of anti-Semitism the 
world over. Most venomous among them was 
James Guillaume, the French-Swiss disciple and 
lieutenant of Bakunin, whose history of the First 
International is an indispensable document for all 
students of the revolutionary and labor movement. 
James Guillaume had never overcome the bitter- 
ness engendered by the struggle between his be- 
loved teacher Bakunin, on the one hand, and Marx 


and some of his Jewish followers, on the other.. 


And so he reverted to type and never passed 
an opportunity of pointing to the Jewish name or 
origin of a person who at one time or another had 
been nasty to the great Russian apostle. 
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Of a less petty and vulgar brand was the anti- 
Semitism of Georges Sorel, the author of Reflec- 
tions on Violence and of so many other books 
which earned him the reputation of the philoso- 
pher of both syndicalism and fascism, even though 
he died an admirer of Lenin. 

Sorel — all his life a respectable, well-to-do 
bourgeois—though one of the keenest and pro- 
foundest minds of the time, somehow could not 
escape the effects of that general attitude of the 
middle classes which doubly resent the influence 
of the financial interests if they are in the hands 
of so-called strangers, even if these strangers had 
been natives for generations or for centuries. The 
financial upstart of Jewish origin has played quite 
a role in France’s economic and political life ever 
since the July Monarchy (1830-1848). This was 
the background against which Alphonse Toussenel, 
an early French socialist of the Fourierist school, 
wrote in 1844 his Les Juifs Rois de lEpoque. 
Histoire de la Feodalite Financiere (The Jews 
as Kings of the Epoch. A History of Financial 
Feudalism Ywhich is reverently quoted as a classic 
by Edmond Drumont in his notorious La France 
Juive. 

The disappointment felt by many French pro- 
gressives after the Dreyfus Affair, when the vic- 
tory of justice was followed by an orgy of cor- 
ruption involving many politicians of the Left, 
drove Sorel, together with a few other intellec- 
tuals, into an attitude of near-collaboration with the 
monarchistic Action Francaise group whose great 
drawing card was anti-Semitism. Sorel soon rea- 
lized that he had gotten into bad company. Yet 
his idiosyncrasy of which, as a civilized man, he 
apparently was ashamed, would occasionally come 
to the surface in his—footnotes. Thus, his Plea 
for Lenin, a chapter added shortly before his 
death to the seventh edition of his Reflections, is 
adorned with a footnote reading as follows: “It 
seems that the Jews who joined the revolutionary 
movement are chiefly responsible for the terrorist 
measures for which the Bolsheviks are being 
blamed. This hypothesis seems to me all the 
more plausible as the intervention of the Jews in 
the Hungarian Soviet Republic was not fortunate.” 


V. 


Just as the cannon is the last argument of 
kings, a slighting reference to one’s origin is often 
the final argument in political discussions—even 
among radicals. During the World War, Engel- 
bert Pernerstorfer, one of the top leaders of the 
Austrian Socialists, in a discussion against those 
party militants who were opposed to a peace dic- 
tated by the Central powers, explained their atti- 
tude by the fact that they were ‘Jewish intellec- 
tuals.”” When in later years the Austrian Nazis, 
before their ascent to power, were taunting the 
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Socialists with that fact, the Vienna Arbeiter- 
Zeitung defended the dead Aryan leader against 
the imputation of anti-Semitism by the argument 
that Pernerstorfer was a great admirer of Marx’s 
—Jewish Question. 

Likewise during the World War, William Eng- 
lish Walling, once upon a time a leading socialist 
theorist in America, referred to those among his 
comrades who were not altogether enthusiastic 
about entering the War on the side of the Allies 
as to natives of Russia “speaking a German dia- 
lect,” which was certainly an ingenious circum- 
locution. 


From Gitlow’s reminiscences we know that sen- 
timents of the same kind were also encountered 
among many of the active ‘‘Wobblies” (I.W.W.) 
who after 1917 began to join the Communists. 
And the “Shmelka Ginsberg” argument used by 
the New Masses for the purpose of discrediting 
General Krivitsky’s disclosures, is still fresh in 
everybody’s memory. Here, however, it was not 
so much a question of anti-Semitic sentiment on 
the part of the writer, for he himself was doubt- 
less a Jew. It was simply a demagogic device 
speculating both upon the anti-Semitic potential 
among the Gentile readers and upon that peculiar 
“internationalism” of many Jewish “comrades” 
who would give more credence to one man with 
a Gentile name than to ten Ginsbergs or Bron- 
steins. 

This opens the question about the peculiar atti- 
tude of the Communists towards anti-Semitism, 
which shows the same duplicity as all their other 
policies. The Communists boast that Jew-baiting 
is a grave offense in Soviet Russia, which is to 
imply that the regime is eager to protect its Jewish 
subjects. The fact of the matter is that by pun- 
ishing anti-Semitism the Soviet Government is 
merely striking at its own reactionary opponents. 
For these are still trying to make capital out of the 
fact that many of the prominent Bolshevik leaders 
of the first hour—now practically all shot—had 
been Jews. In reality the Communists have abso- 
lutely no scruples whatsoever against using anti- 
Semitic arguments whenever it suits their specific 
purpose. 

During the struggle for power between the rul- 
ing Stalin-Bukharin group and the Trotsky-Zino- 
viev faction fifteen years ago, the Pravda (1926) 
hypocritically enjoined the party members from 
taunting the Opposition with the fact that most of 
its leaders were Jewish. The same subtle method 
of Jew-baiting was used a few years later by the 
Small Soviet Encyclopedia in dealing with the 
assumed names of those who had become personae 
non gratae. Thus the reader was apprized of the 
very important fact that Trotsky’s real name was 
Bronstein, but the editor was careful not to impart 
similar information in the case of other opposi- 
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tionists, such as Radek-Sobelsohn, who in the 
meantime had eaten crow and had thus become a 
good Slav. Nor was Litvinov’s “Jewish” name 
mentioned, for he had never antagonized the 
dictator. 

Neither have the Communists in other coun- 
tries been averse to toying with the same poison on 
special occasions. Early in the twenties, when the 
Soviet Government was willing to establish a 
united front with the German monarchists and 
the budding Nazis, Ruth Fischer, top leader of 
the German Communists at that time, would speak 
in meetings and shout “Hang the Jewish capital- 
ists!” The gifted lady, herself Jewish, was of 
course acting upon the instructions of the Com- 
munist International, that is of the Soviet Foreign 
Office. A few years later, Lieutenant Scheringer, 
having left the Nazis to join the Communists, in 
trying to win over other army officers, assured 
them that there were no longer any Jews in the 
Central Committee of the Party. 

The French Communists, as practical politicians 
engaged in building up a powerful party, were 


Uncensored 
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likewise playing upon the anti-Semitic prejudices 


of the masses. During their electoral campaign’ 


in 1936 the Communist posters shouted to the 
voters: “Look at our candidates. They all have 
French names.” The proletarian readers knew 
what this meant. The posters contained no names 
like Blum or Rosenfeld, such as they saw on 
the Socialist ticket. The French Stalinists used 
much less restraint in fighting their competitors 
from the Left whom they called “the Trotskyite 
Jews.” At present the Mexican Stalinists use 
exactly the same words when attacking the fol- 
lowers of the famous exile now residing in their 
country. 

All this is extremely funny and sad at the same 
time. Yet at bottom it merely confirms the old 
truth that with political parties considerations of 
immediate success have always had precedence 
over their lofty principles. And that the apostles 
of a new world are still deeply steeped in the 
prejudices of the old. For, as Herbert Spencer 
put it “there is no political alchemy by which you 
can get golden conduct out of leaden instincts.” 


A direct account of the struggle in Palestine against 
the decree restricting Jewish land purchases. 





OR THE past few months contact with Pales- 
F tine has been severely restricted. All printed 
matter and letters are controlled by the censor. 
The censorship in Palestine differs from that in 
the rest of the British empire. Whereas in Eng- 
land, the dominions and the British colonies the 
censors are careful to prevent news or opinions 
which might be “of help to the enemy” from 
reaching the outside world, not even the strictest 
censor has any doubts of the anti-Nazi sentiments 
and democratic loyalty of the Jewish community 
in Palestine. But in Palestine the British admin- 
istration is busy putting into effect the policies of 
the infamous ‘White Paper,” policies which have 
nothing to do with the avowed war aims of the 
allies. Before the outbreak of the war the Pales- 
tine English administrators had to reckon with the 
free press and the influence of that press on world 
public opinion. Now the British administration 
exploits the exigencies of war to curb freedom of 
press and speech within the Jewish community. 


The mails and the telegraph are but poor chan- 
nels of informations these days about what trans- 
pires in Palestine. The Jewish press in Palestine ap- 
pears to be more restricted by the censorship than 
the press of any other part of the British empire. 
This is the impression one obtains when compar- 


ing publications appearing in Palestine with those 
published in England or even in India. After the 
restrictions on Jewish land purchases were passed 
in February, the Palestine press was even prohib- 
ited from publishing a critical analysis of the law. 

This month we have had the opportunity to ob- 
tain a direct and authentic report from Palestine 
from a member of the Histadruth who is well in- 
formed and actively participates in the life of the 
country. Our informant left Palestine a short 
time after the promulgation of the restrictions on 
Jewish land purchases and participated in the pro- 
test demonstration that swept the country. He 
disclosed a number of events which the censored 
reports failed to mention. 


Demonstrations Against Land Decrees 


Upon the announcement of the British decree 
restricting Jewish land purchases in some parts of 
Palestine and prohibiting them entirely in other 
zones, the Vaad Leumi, National Council of the 
Jewish community, issued a sharply worded dec- 
laration against the decree. The censor immedi- 
ately forbade the publication of the statement. 
Three daily newspapers, Davar (Labor), Haar- 
etz (General Zionist) and Hatzofeh (Mizrachi) 
disobeyed the order and prominently published 
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the protest of the National Council. The issues 
containing this document were at once confiscated 
and the offending newspapers indefinitely sus- 
pended. (The order of the British censor was 
obeyed by Hamashkif, Revisionist daily, and Ha- 
boker, a paper sympathetic to the Revisionists. ) 

But despite the efforts of the British authorities 
the protest of the community was expressed in 
ways more forceful than ever before. Since meet- 
ings were prohibited, special mourning services 
were held in the synagogues and these developed 
into mighty street demonstrations led by organiz- 
ed workers and youth. The police, who were 
later reenforced by soldiers, treated the demon- 
strators with unusual brutality. Aroused by the 
treatment of the police forces and angered by the 
promulgated decrees which aim to undermine the 
very foundation of the Jewish national home, the 
demonstrators returned blow for blow. For an 
entire week Jewish cities and villages were in a 
state approximating siege. In Tel Aviv the gov- 
ernment proclaimed a state of emergency which 
lasted three days. Even women were ordered not 
to appear in the streets. Huge mass demonstra- 
tions of protest nevertheless took place daily. 

At the time our informant left Palestine, three 
people were known to have been killed. Two of 
these cases were mentioned in the press but the 
publication of details was prohibited. The first 
of these was Menachem Pribas, a seventeen year 
old boy in Jerusalem. On the day of the an- 
nouncement of the land decrees, he, like many 
other young people, visited the theatres and cafes 
asking the people to return home as a sign of 
mourning. Pribas attempted to address an audi- 
ence from the stage of a movie house but as soon 
as he began to speak he was seized by several 
policemen and dragged into the street where he 
was so brutally beaten that he died in a hospital a 
few hours later. When brought to the hospital 
his head was one bloody mass and both arms and 
legs were broken. The second victim was an old 
man in Tel Aviv who went out shopping for food 
for his grandchildren. Whether he was aware of 
the curfew or not, remains unknown. The police- 
men who seized him asked no questions. The 
beating they gave him resulted in his death a few 
hours later. The third victim was a girl in Haifa 
who died from wounds inflicted. The story of her. 
death was repeated by word of mouth because the 
British authorities would not allow any mention of 
it in the press fearing the consequences of the 
murder of a woman. 


The early demonstrations passed peacefully. 
On the second day the government issued an order 
prohibiting street demonstrations but these never- 
theless continued. Tens of thousands of people 
marched in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Haifa and the 
villages. The demonstrators were everywhere 


_administration in this respect. 
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met by the police who were armed with iron 
sheathed clubs.and attacked the marchers vicious- 
ly. The sadistic violence of the police was resist- 
ed by the people who defended themselves with 
their bare hands, with sticks and stones. As soon 
as one demonstration was dispersed, the marchers 
reformed their ranks in some other street. When 
the British administration became aware that the 
police were incapable of stopping the protest 
demonstrations, soldiers were called in and these 
employed tear gas bombs as well as rifles. A 
number of people taken to hospitals suffer from 
gunshot wounds. Women were particularly active 
and organized special women’s demonstrations. 
But the armed forces of the government treated 
these with the same brutality that was meted out 
to the other demonstrations. 


The suspension of the press forced the Jewish 
community to resort to illegal methods of expres- 
sion. The labor movement began issuing an il- 
legal bulletin which bears the characteristic name 
“Under Siege.” Our informant succeeded in tak- 
ing out of the country the first five issues of this 
bulletin. Another medium of uncensored expres- 
sion is an illegal broadcasting station which began 
operating during the first days of the demonstra- 
tions. The broadcasting station, which operates 
“somewhere in Palestine’ and announces its 
broadcasts as “the voice of Israel,” has two daily 
programs during which uncensored news and an- 
alyses of the effects of the land decrees to the det- 
riment of Jews and Arabs are provided. In order 
to reach the largest possible audience, young 
people canvass the neighborhoods and inform the 
residents of the time of the broadcasts. 


Attempts to Disarm Jewish Self Defense 


While the land decrees, which originated in 
London, came as an unexpected blow, the Pales- 
tine administration had for some time attempted 
to utilize the war situation to break down the re- 
sistance of the Jewish community to the enforce- 
ment of the ‘“‘White Paper.” Upon the outbreak 
of war the government suddenly began to perse- 
cute the Jewish self defense forces. Over fifty 
people were arrested and sentenced to severe 
terms on the ground of “participation in military 
exercises.” One must bear in mind that the gov- 
ernment had known for years that the Jews are 
organized for self defense, having learned from 
bitter experience that they could not rely on the 
Nevertheless, the 
authorities did not dare take any such measures 
against “Haganah”—the self defense organiza- 
tion—as they are taking now. Searches for arms 
take place frequently in many settlements. Under 
cover of the war emergency the British adminis- 
tration of Palestine is seeking not only to enforce 
the ‘‘White Paper’’ but also to disarm ‘the Jewish 
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community and leave it helpless in face of possible 
terrorist attacks. 


The present persecutions of the self defense 
forces are merely a hint of the future plans of the 
government. A new law has just been promul- 
gated which declares that henceforth it will be 
strictly forbidden for anyone to participate in 
military exercises or to teach others the use of 
arms without the express permission of the gov- 
ernment. Persons caught violating this ordinance 
will be subject to a prison term of seven years. 
Persons apprehended while attending illegal meet- 
ings to organize defense activities will be subject 
to three years’ imprisonment and a fine of one 
hundred pounds. To understand the full import 
and intent of this regulation it should be remem- 
bered that a rapprochement between the govern- 
ment and the Grand Mufti—the initiator of the 
terrorist attacks that lasted from 1936 to 1939— 
is being rumored with increasing frequency. 


Revisionists Cooperate with the 
British Administration 

Immediately after the outbreak of the war it 
seemed that with a measure of good will and a 
spirit of mutual conciliation it might be possible to 
overcome the party strife within the Jewish com- 
munity. This has now proved to be an illusion. 
The election of Pinchas Rutenberg, who was res- 
pected alike by all sections of the population, to 
the chairmanship of the National Council, was ex- 
pected to establish that non-partisan authority 
which could bring about a condition of peaceful 
cooperation. But a good part of the well-to-do 
elements are boycotting him and the organizations 
of employers are also intent upon exploiting the 
confused war situation to weaken the Histadruth 
—General Federation of Labor—and the Jewish 
Agency. The emergency voluntary tax which the 
National Council announced some months ago has 
proved a failure because of its being boycotted by 
the wealthier citizens. But the most important 
difficulties are in the field of labor relations. 


Immediately after the beginning of the war the 
Histadruth, together with the Jewish Agency, 
formed all inclusive labor bureaus in an effort to 
establish peaceful cooperation between the various 
labor groups. These bureaus include not only the 
Histadruth but also general Zionist and Mizrachi 
labor groups and are under control of the Jewish 
Agency. Employment is provided to workers on 
the basis of individual need and irrespective of or- 
ganizational affiliation. Throughout the period of 
the existence of these bureaus there has been no 
case of serious disagreement between the partici- 
pating groups. But this situation aggravated the 
Revisionists who had long ago declared that ‘‘the 
Jewish state on both sides of the Jordan” can only 
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be established on the ruins of the present “labor 
dominated” community. Provocations on their 
part have therefore been an almost daily occur- 
rence. The Revisionists cooperate with the less 
responsible among the employers in order to re- 
duce the wage level of the organized workers. 
Once their task is accomplished they often leave 
the village themselves. The most recent case of 
such provocation occurred in Zichron Yaakov. 


Recently there also developed an uncommonly 
sympathetic relationship between the Revisionists 
and the British authorities. We have already 
mentioned above that when the daily newspapers 
were suspended during the period of protest de- 
monstrations, the only exceptions were the Revi- 
sionist Hamashkif and the Haboker which is sym- 
pathetic to them. A high government official re- 
cently declared that ‘“‘we had never known what 
kind of people they are. But lately we realized 
that they are cultured people with whom one can 
speak—not like the other Jewish representatives.” 


How should one explain the romance between 
the anti-Zionist administration of Palestine and 
the “‘super-Zionist”’ . Revisionists ? 


The government which authored the “White 
Paper” is hardly an enthusiastic supporter of a 
“Jewish state on both sides of the Jordan.” But 
this administration aims to wear down the resist- 
ance of the Jewish community. The government 
knows that the Histadruth is the greatest organ- 
ized mass force among Palestine Jews. It has 
therefore begun of late a systematic persecution of 
the Histadruth, its institutions and active mem- 
bers. Many secretaries of the labor councils have 
been arrested and the offices of the labor bureaus 
as well as the homes of active members are fre- 
quently subjected to searches. The government 
knows that in order to enforce the “White Paper” 
it must first break or weaken the Histadruth poli- 
tically, organizationally and in the labor market. 
This is the reason why it flirts with and encour- 
ages the Revisionist “cultured people.” 


Labor in Palestine is now confronted with a 
period of great difficulties. The Histadruth is 
aware that it must conduct its struggle for the 
rights of Jewish workers against a government 
that is at war with Nazi Germany, but it is also 
realized that unquestioning submission at this time 
will endanger the future. The attitude of Pales- 
tine labor is therefore best summarized in the fol- 
lowing words of a prominent leader of the His- 
tadruth: “So far as the war against Nazi Ger- 
many is concerned we must aid England in every 
way possible as if there had been no ‘White 
Paper’. So far as the enforcement of the ‘White 
Paper’ is concerned we must continue our struggle 
against it as if there were no war against Nazi 
Germany.” 
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Some Unregenerated Poles 


by Hayim Greenberg 





HE END of the war is still far off and it is un- 

fortunately premature to speak of the final de- 
feat of Nazism. But it is natural and inevitable 
that those whose orientation is based on a victory 
of the Allies should even at this time draw an out- 
line of the coming peace. It is also natural that 
Polish patriots should now delineate the vital 
foundations of their liberated country, despite the 
fact that Poland is at present torn apart and ter- 
rorized by Nazi vandals. But it appears that not 
all Polish patriots have learned a lesson from the 
catastrophe of September, 1939. Many still can- 
not liberate themselves from harmful prejudices 
and false political conclusions. We return to this 
sad theme because of a pamphlet* that has ap- 
peared in New York a few days ago. This pam- 
phlet must have a depressing effect not only on 
Jews but on every serious non-Jew as well. Its 
author, K. Gluchowski, is in charge of the Polish 
Information Bureau and secretary of the Polish 
National Council in the U.S. The ideas express- 
ed in this pamphlet therefore cannot be considered 
as ‘personal opinions” but must be looked upon as 
the expression of a mood prevailing among the 
leaders of the several million Poles living in this 
country. 


How does K. Gluchowski visualize the liberated 
Polish republic on the morrow of the war? 


He does not believe that Poland can or should 
be restored to its full pre-war territorial extent 
and in all details resemble the old order. He 
admits that there was something rotten about the 
old order and that the Polish people should rid it- 
self of that something. Nor is he enthusiastic 
about the past rulers and courageously accuses 
them of inefficiency, egoism and oppression of 
national minorities. Gluchowski believes that the 
new Poland should be a democratic state. Ukrain- 
ians and White Russians must no longer be looked 
upon as vassals and should.enjoy complete nation- 
al autonomy. All this is fine and the author of the 
pamphlet should be congratulated for his courage 
and realism. The realism of his views should not 
be underestimated for no matter how great the 
victory of the Allies (and thus indirectly also of 
Poland) only incurable dreamers will visualize a 
return to Poland of those provinces which have 
been incorporated into the. Soviet Union. One 
also need not accept the Nazi conception of geog- 
raphy by conceding doubts concerning the right of 
Poland to rule over such regions as Danzig and its 
environs. If Poles are now sobering up from 
harmful illusions concerning the role of their 
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* Uwagi Na Marginesie Polski Jutra by K. Gluchowski. 


nation as a “master people” which should rule 
“lower” races, it is an encouraging sign for the 
future of eastern Europe as well as for the Poles. 

But both political realism and repentance of the 
errors of the past evaporate from the minds of 
certain Polish “liberal” elements when they come 
to weigh the Jewish question. Thus Gluchowski 
does not know the number of Jews that will reside 
in post-war Poland. He can neither foresee its 
exact boundaries nor can he calculate the number 
of Jews that will physically survive the Nazi occu- 
pation. But he assumes beforehand that no mat- 
ter what the number of remaining Jews be, 
whether one or one and a half million, they may 
not be full fledged citizens and a large number of 
them will be “superfluous.” He assumes that a 
reduced and impoverished Poland will not be in a 
position to give its Jewish residents those facilities 
which they would expect and therefore feels that 
the solution of the Jewish question in Poland lies 
in emigration. At least a million Jews, he de- 
clares, will have to take up the wanderers’ staff. 
His theory, which is neither new nor grown more 
beautiful with age, holds that Poland contains a 
great number of superfluous Jews who live in ur- 
ban ghettoes under specific and highly one sided 
economic circumstances. It is therefore better for 
Poland as well as for the Jews—thus goes the 
theory—that they leave the country. 


K. Gluchowski does not undertake to decide 
where they should migrate to; he is satisfied that 
he can clearly state where they should go from. 
Poland’s duty should only consist in ‘‘aiding’” the 
emigration of Jews. The reduced number of re- 
maining Jews, Gluchowski believes, will in time 
disappear through assimilation. 

This is not a Nazi program. Even in the heat 
of debate one should beware of false analogies. 
Conceding to the Jews the right to assimilate is in 
itself a far cry from Nazism. One who recog- 
nizes the right and the desirability of Jewish assi- 
milation admits, even though indirectly, that the 
Nazi theories of the superiority of the “Aryan 
race” are not to his liking. But it is possible to 
put into effect anti-Semitic policies even without 
Nazi ideologies. And this seems to be the wish of 
K. Gluchowski and those who agree with him. 
How else can one characterize a program which 
assumes that since post war Poland will be eco- 
nomically “broke” therefore Jews should emigrate 
(only Jews and not just people who will be unable 
to readjust themselves economically) ? 

How do _ people become “superfluous”? 
Through unemployment or through lack of pur- 
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chasing power? If these are the symptoms of 
superfluity than Poland contained nearly eight mil- 
lion ‘‘superfluous” Poles, the entire mass of unfor- 
tunate peasants who eked out a most miserable 
existence from their few acres and could not afford 
to buy a pair of boots to wear during the cold and 
muddy winters. What does Gluchowski, and 
other Poles like him, plan to do with the millions 
‘ of land starved and, as a result, apathetic peas- 
ants? To what far off isles will he send them? 
And how does he arrive at the conclusion that the 
emigration of one million Jews would solve the 
economic problems of the country? Is it possible 
that post war Poland will be able to support nine- 
teen million people comfortably but under no cir- 
cumstances twenty million? 


It is hardly necessary to repeat again wherein 
Poland’s economic salvation lies. Poland must 
break once and for all with its semi-feudal past 
and its anachronistically aristocratic culture. 
There can be no national salvation for Poland 
without radical land reforms, without an expro- 
priation of the large estates for the benefit of the 
peasants and the liquidation of the landed gentry 
as the ruling class of the land. If Poland is to 
take its place among the modern states, the peas- 
ants will have to be given their land, and inter- 
national capital, in the form of credit, will have to 
be invested in the agriculture of the country in 
order to raise it to the level of a modern, techno- 
logically developed and profitable sector of the 
national economy. Without such radical reforms 
Poland will inevitably degenerate into a state of 
economic misery even after its national rebirth. 
Such measures would immediately raise the pur- 
chasing power of millions of peasants and would 
stimulate the growth of industry to whose devel- 
opment the Jews could greatly contribute with ex- 
perience and initiative. It is in the field of such 
basic social and economic reforms and through the 
exclusion from the government apparatus of aris- 
tocratic good for nothings who for the past twenty 
years were the curse of the young republic that we 
should seek the solution of Poland’s economic 
problems, and not through the forced emigration 
of “superfluous” Jews. 


Whatever future developments may be, we can 
never consent to the relegation of Polish Jews to 
the status of aliens. K. Gluchowski is very naive, 
to put it mildly, when he speaks of an understand- 
ing between the exiled Polish government and the 
Poles in America, on one hand, and world Jewry 
and especially American Jews, on the other hand, 
on the basis of the program developed in his pam- 
phlet. Such an understanding would be impos- 
sible, and even discussion on the basis of such a 
proposed program would be out of the question. 
Jewish influence may be smaller than ever today. 
But there exists no power in the world that could 
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force us to sign agreements according to which a 
Jewish community which lives in a land for many 
centuries and has contributed to its economic and 
political welfare no less than others should be poli- 
tically or legally sentenced to emigration. Polish 
leaders in America and the exiled Polish govern- 
ment in France must realize that no responsible 
Jewish body will discuss conditions that amount to 
less than full civil equality for the Polish Jews. If 
political sympathy and genuine cooperation be- 
tween Jews and Poles can be attained, than the 
pre-condition is absolutely clear: no special duties 
for Jews and no special privileges for Poles. And 
although none is so naive as to assume that after 
the war there would be no objective economic need 
for emigration—for Jews as well as for non-Jews 
—and although one of the basic Jewish demands 
at the post war peace conference will be for free 
Jewish mass immigration into Palestine, we never- 
theless realize that Jews cannot give up one of the 
most elementary and important rights—the right 
not to emigrate, whenever there are economic pos- 
sibilities for our existence, whenever there is no 
place to emigrate to or whenever Jews are attach- 
ed to the country and do not wish to emigrate. 


Polish political leaders may decide as they wish 
and may even refuse to negotiate with Jews. 
But if they do wish to come to an understanding, 
they should learn once and for all that they cannot 
offer suggestions which are in themselves humiliat- 
ing and degrading. 





Gomer, Daughter of Diblaim 


So I am proved a whore. And what are you? 
A prophet of the Lord, forsooth! I wed 

A man, to find a preacher in my bed 

Who warns his people and forgets what’s due 
A tender bride. O God, if'men but knew 

The hungry, loveless years that I have led 
Because the nation needed him instead !— 
And do you still expect me to be true? 


Declare my harlotry aloud, and let 
Your cuckoldom be shouted in the gates. 
Condemn your bastard children to be set 
As published symbols of a folk God hates. 
You’ve lost your wife, your kin, the home 

you should 
Have built: go win the world’s barbaric brood! 


JupaH GOLDIN 
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What Should We 


by Shlomo Katz 





Write? 


Present day dilemma of American Jewish writers. 





6s] F I had ten lives to live, I’d gladly spend one 

of them as a Jew.” This unofficial declara- 
tion was made to me by a young man who, technic- 
ally, was far from indifferent to things Jewish. 
As a matter of fact he was, at the time of this 
declaration, a member in good standing in one of 
the Zionist groups and regularly paid his dues. 
But in private conversation that was not entirely 
free of youthful bravado and assumed cynicism he 
came to the above conclusion. 


It would be unfair to accuse this particular 
young man of hypocrisy. On the contrary, he was 
probably more honest than many another who 
would repeat mechanically a pledge of allegiance 
and participation in the fate of his people, without 
actually feeling that tragic fate as a part of his in- 
ner being. This young man, born and raised in 
the United States, was at the age of the great 
hunger. He wanted to be a chemist, a globe trot- 
ter, a labor leader, a success, a tragic (and slightly 
melodramatic) failure and a dozen other things at 
the same time. He had not yet decided in which 
direction to turn his energies and was still leading 


a dream life parallel to the definitely undreamy 
routine tasks which he was performing daily in a 
garage for a not very substantial wage. It was 
while speculating on these varied careers that he 
decided that being a Jew full time might also be 
interesting, but as a choice could wait until a num- 
ber of other things had been sampled. For no 
matter how hard he tried—and although he was 
proud enough not to deny his Jewishness and gen- 
erous enough to be willing to help the work in Pal- 
estine, relief in Europe and a number of other 
Jewish causes—he could not see that being a Jew 
had anything to do with chemistry or any of the 
other careers which he visualized as the main 
theme of his life. He was honest enough to real- 
ize that being a Jew introduced a new and different 
element into his life, but this element occupied a 
back seat in his waking hours and only remotely 
affected his subconscious desires and reactions. 
Not being cursed with too introspective a nature 
nor tormented to distraction by “problems,” he 
therefore did some chronological classifying and 
listed the life of a Jew as being tenth most satisfy- 
ing and interesting. 


I was reminded of this young man’s arithmetic 
during a recent conversation that took place be- 
tween a number of young Jewish writers. But in 
this case the arithmetic was reversed and they 
came to the conclusion that there was no choice in 





the matter. Each one had but one life and was 
impelled to, but one career, that of writing, from 
which he could not possibly escape. But the one 
life with which each was endowed was divided into 
a number of readily recognizable segments—one 
of which was Jewish. And there was the rub. 
The factor of being a Jew and reacting to Jewish 
fate created a problem which none of them could 
escape, nor, under the circumstances, easily solve. 


The problem which each one in the group had 
to contend with resolved itself into a practical one 
—what should he write about these days? 


On the face of it, this question may seem ab- 
surd. Surely no writer worth the name lacks sub- 
ject matter. But this is a very superficial view to 
take, as soon became evident from the conversa- 
tion. It was not a question of lack of subject mat- 
ter as such, but attaining the state of mind and the 
creative ability to translate the subject matter in 
artistic literary terms. Hardly any of the young 
writers who participated in the discussion had 
written on Jewish matters for a long time. They 
had either been born in the United States or had 
immigrated into this country at an early age. Due 
to childhood memories from abroad, where Jew- 
ish life was integrated, or as a result of having 
been brought up in a compact Jewish environment 
here, some “felt their Jewishness” more than 
others. While still in high school they wrote 
bright compositions vividly describing memories 
of a pogrom, of being a refugee, or scenes from 
Chicago’s West Side. But as they grew to emo- 
tional maturity in the American environment they 
became sensitive to the landscape about them. 
Childhood memories receded ever farther into the 
background and lost their intensity only to be sup- 
planted by more immediate and stronger res- 
ponses. They then wrote left wing “proletarian” 
stories, sketches of regional interest and deeply in- 
trospective and sensitive poems and prose-poems 
that dealt with such immediate subjects as the im- 
pact of the large industrial city both in its eco- 
nomic as well as psychological phases. Heming- 
way'’s “Killers” supplanted the Cossacks in the 
pogrom story and Wolfe’s and Saroyan’s stories 
were studied as patterns. 


Now this has become almost impossible to do 
any longer. The difficulty did not arise overnight. 
It has grown during the past few years, roughly 
beginning with the ascent of Hitler. But as the 
news of the mounting tragedy in Europe kept pil- 
ing up during the years it painfully penetrated con- 
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sciousness and confronted them with a dilemma. 
The awareness of their Jewishness transformed 
the news from Europe into a personal injury and 
tended to replace other subjects in importance. 

‘How can I write of loneliness in New York, or 
poverty, or the despair felt by one of the economic 
outcasts, after I had just read some particularly 
gruesome piece of news from Germany or Po- 
land?” declared one of the group. “True, one 
does not rule out the other, objectively. But keen- 
ly as I may feel the situation I wish to write about, 
I cannot help repeating to myself the particular 
piece of news I read about, and the loneliness of 
the great city as well as the tragedy of poverty re- 
cede in importance; for I visualize the victim in 
Poland or Germany and I know that he would be 
happy to exchange positions with the lonely soul, 
and be thankful for it. I am then confronted with 
a new theme which in artistic intensity over- 
shadows the one I originally conceived. You will 
admit that the prospect of one so crushed as to be 
humbly thankful for that against which we protest, 
and mind you, honestly and sincerely thankful, is 
certainly a more moving subject. My first hero 
who tears his hair in the loneliness of his room 
while listening to the monotonous ticking of the 
clock (but after a fair meal) and my heroine who 
is about to jump off the George Washington 
bridge because she cannot practice her art as free- 
ly as she would like to while she remains on a 
W. P. A. project, become shadowy in outline. 
Again, I repeat, these subjects are still powerful 
and justify treatment, but I lose my approach; I 
fall out of the mood and can no longer do these 
subjects that justice which I feel is their due.” 

This feeling of loss of contact with immediate 
subjects because of the emotional impact of the 
news from Europe was shared by the others pre- 
sent. Judging from various reports as well as in- 
tuitive conclusions it seems to be quite character- 
istic of the mood of a great many of the younger 
Jewish writers of today. 

This mood of depression is quite natural to any 
person who is sensitive to events about him and, in 
itself, would not be of great importance. Under 
normal circumstances it should not present the 
writer with any particular problem. On the con- 
trary, such a mood, being the result of a deeply 
felt experience, might serve to boost the creative 
efforts of the writer. Ordinarily the writer would 
seek release of the accumulated psychic tension by 
giving vent to it in the form of story, poem or 
drama. But herein lies the difficulty of the young 
American Jewish writer. He lives in two different 
milieus neither of which is strong enough to cancel 
the other completely. 

If any writer feels as described above, one 
might ask, why doesn’t he choose Jewish themes 
for his work, in addition to the others that had 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


been haunting him? This, precisely, is his dilem- 
ma. He frequently cannot. Born or raised in this 
country, the process of cultural assimilation has 
progressed quite a distance. The ties that bind 
the young Jewish writer to Jews are almost en- 
tirely those with the immediate Jewish community 
with which he comes in contact, whose peculiarities 
he not only knows but also shares. The concept of 
the Jewish'people throughout the world as a unit 
may not be strange to him ideologically; he may 
even argue in favor of such a concept where poli- 
tical theories are concerned. But personally he 
has already lost the feeling of unity with the larger 
whole to a great extent. Only the slimmest cul- 
tural and psychic ties bind him to Jews of Poland, 
Palestine, Germany or Russia. That is why he 
cannot feel about the tragic fate of the European 
Jews in the same distant and detached terms as he 
feels about the fate of the Chinese people, for ex- 
ample. But at the same time he is too far re- 
moved from them to be able to identify himself 
with Polish or German Jews in a personal manner. 
The immensity of the tragedy appals him; he feels 
directly concerned, but not sufficiently to make him 
a living part of the drama. Between him and the 
European scene there lie years, years that count in 
building up one’s personality, of life in America. 
These years, with all the cultural baggage that 
was accumulated in them, he does not share with 
Europe’s Jews; and they stand between him and 
them. 

I am not speaking of the type of writing which 
is done more or less to order, to conform with a 
deadline. This can be done fairly easily, as it is 
always easier to carry out an assignment, with 
which one agrees, than to establish a natural rela- 
tionship between oneself and a given situation. 
The dilemma described confronts the young Jew- 
ish writer not when he is supposed to give his 
views on the Jewish situation, but when he com- 
munes with his typewriter to write what he most 
wishes to write. It is then that the weight of Pol- 
ish and German Jewish tragedy prevents him from 
giving himself completely to his immediate sub- 
jects, because of its staggering immensity, and it is 
then that he also feels incapable of writing honest- 
ly and without editorial affectation about this all- 
Jewish subject. 

It is true that a writer is not the only one to suf- 
fer from this dualism. The Jewish community as 
such is also subject to the same malady. Anyone 
who has given even cursory attention to organized 
—or for that matter also unorganized—Jewish 
reaction to events in Europe cannot help but notice 
this manifestation. On the one hand there are 
editorials full of sorrow, indignation and protest. 
Occasionally there is a protest meeting here and 
there. If the meeting is well prepared and there 
is an imposing array of cantors to intone the deep- 
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ly moving chant for the victims, there are tears 
shed by those who do not have their emotions well 
in hand. Otherwise—aside from people that 
have relatives in the affected countries and are 
thus directly involved—there is no group response 
of any significant intensity to what is probably the 
most tragic event in our century. Individual Jews 
sigh and have done their duty. The group as such 
feels that something should be done but is, per- 
haps unconsciously, also too detached to have the 
inner strength and imagination to think of some 
strong way in which to express its feelings. Hence 
the far from adequate results of the boycott 
against Nazi:German goods, which could only be 
successful as a mass movement in which every in- 
dividual feels directly concerned. Hence also the 
fact that the Jewish community in America did not 
succeed in working out successfully, some fitting 
symbolic act through which each could express 
his feelings. 

I venture a guess that the Nuremberg laws, 
which branded Jews under German rule as racially 
inferior and hence defiling, had far greater reper- 
cussion in the minds of American Jews than all the 
other Nazi legislation and persecutions. Where 
the “‘race’”’ was concerned, American Jews felt 
directly attacked. They began to have misgivings 
about their own status and relationships with non- 
Jewish neighbors. It was a slight to Jewish self- 
respect and, as Jews, they felt affected and more 
than one suddenly began to doubt and to develop 
morbid suspicions that he was being looked down 
upon. But all the other anti-Jewish legislation— 
confiscation, executions, exile—these one could 
only sympathize with from a distance; they could 
not be felt as personal hurts. - 

This curse of dualism, of belonging to two cul- 
tural organisms, affects both the writer as well as 
“the man of the people.”’ But in the case of the 
former the dualism is keenly felt on many occa- 
sions whereas the latter stumbles along almost un- 
aware until some historic event—which may not 
occur for a long time—jolts him out of his com- 
placence. 

The dilemma of the young Jewish writer is still 
further complicated today by the current confu- 
sion and loss of values which many had cherished. 
In former years (or should we say months?) 
many had sought salve for their split personalities 
in the left wing movement. The revolution would 
solve the Jewish question, they said, or left unsaid. 
The communist party is fighting fascism more ac- 
tively than any other group. ‘One could thus calm 
his inner hurt as a Jew by helping this party, even 
through writing “proletarian” or “popular front” 
stories and poems. One killed two birds with one 
stone—he wrote of the subjects that were nearest 
his heart—American subjects—and also assuaged 
his desire to fight the monstrous movement which 
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singled him out as a Jew. Many a Jewish volun- 
teer of the International Brigade that fought for 
loyalist Spain was just as strongly moved by the 
desire to ‘fight Hitlerism” as by the desire to fight 
for democracy. 

But now even this last escape of some young 
Jewish writers is pretty badly washed up. Russia 
and the communist party have lost their absolving 
power even for the majority of those who clung to 
them to the last minute. Other groups are mere 
little sects at this time and give no consolation to 
the heavy-laden. The news from Europe piles up 
like a mountain of darkness and demands some 
compensating action. And the writer can neither 
ignore it nor completely merge with it and give it 
expression. 

This does not mean that writing has ceased. It 
still continues and will continue under all circum- 
stances. Writers would not be the people they are 
if they could easily stop covering paper with 
words and, likely as not, being sure that they are 
doing something great and indispensable. But 
many a young Jewish writer will get up from his 
typewriter these days without having turned out a 
line, unable for the moment to continue working 
on the subject that he started because his mind is 
staggered by the Jewish tragedy of today without 
his being able at the same time to identify himself 
with it and to give voice to it. 





Lament at Night 
by H. Leivick 


At midnight I would hear my father rise 
And chant the threnody for Zion’s fall. 

I envy him his prayer—for fifty years 
That cry pursues me, mourning over all. 


And yet I do the things my father did; 

I mourn for ruin and the guiltless dead; 
Like him I bite my lip and grit my teeth, 
But this I lack—his beard of flaming red. 


His flaming beard has vanished with the years 
And I, without a beard, am not more blessed. 
From out the brightening light of childhood years 
How sharp the cry once welling from his breast! 


In fifty years, I wonder, will my sons 

Long after me with a like love and pain? 

Will they start up at night trembling and awed 
Some line I wrote upon their lips again? 


Should that be so—than hear me, Lord of Time, 

And show this mercy to these sons of mine 

Erase, wipe clean as chalk is wiped from slate, 

My nights, my dreadful nights, of nineteen thirty 
nine. 


(Translated by MARIE SyRKIN) 
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|. L. Peretz 


JEwIsH FRONTIER 


by A. A. Roback 





WENTY-FIVE YEARS have elapsed since 

Peretz was found dead at his desk after com- 
pleting the second line of a children’s song indited 
for the war refugee children’s homes. In this 
quarter of a century, the world had been shaken, 
and yet reshaken. Yet throughout these tense de- 
cades, the personality of Yitzchok Leibush Peretz 
still stands out as a shining symbol not only of the 
Golden Period in Yiddish literature, but as a ban- 
ner assembling under its devise the constructive 
forces of a forward-looking Jewry. It seems to 
many of us as if his genial features, with reassur- 
ing smile and beaming eyes, were still beckoning to 
us encouragingly to throw off the shackles of des- 
pair and, as he had done, forge our weapon of re- 
sistance with renewed vigor, so as to withstand the 
lure of assimilation, on the one hand, and the men- 
ace of annihilation, on the other. 


The Legend Peretz 


To many of our own generation, Peretz has be- 
come a legend. There are still those who knew 
him, ready to explode this legend. His shortcom- 
ings and weaknesses have not been spared. His 
coevals have even gone to the extent of exaggerat- 
ing his foibles, yet the halo still surrounds him; 
and in the course of the century, unless Jewish cul- 
ture declines, it is likely to take on a more lumin- 
ous character as the folk-mind will continue to 
draw on its imaginative resources. 


A quarter of a century is a long time to recon- 
sider values. We can now begin to speak in the 
name of posterity. Has Peretz actually deserved 
the encomium showered upon him by Jewish lead- 
ers throughout the world? Are his contributions 
to Yiddish and Hebrew literature such as would 
gain him a place in a non-Jewish culture? Is there 
any genre of writing in which he stands out as 
foremost? Did he play the part of an innovator 
or leader in Jewish life? Unless we examine these 
questions we are apt to indulge in hero-worship 
without giving ourselves account of our adulating 
attitude. 


It was the great historian, Simeon Dubnow, 
who, commenting on my book “Peretz—Psychol- 
ogist of Literature,” set me thinking on the subject 
when he wrote that my volume was worthy of a 
more valiant hero, that Peretz was a leading 
writer in an inconsequential literature. It was this 
statement which led me to ascertain in a series of 
articles whether Yiddish literature was as insigni- 
ficant, and whether, therefore, Peretz might have 
been so obscure as Professor Dubnow supposes. 


It is for us to establish whether Peretz is the 
greatest of Yiddish writers. Without resorting to 
invidious comparison, we cannot help seeing Per- 
etz not so much in the light of his own age, when 
his rivals were Mendele and Sholem Aleikhem, 
but in that of the distinguished representatives of 
the literature of today. After all, Mendele did 
not proceed far beyond Kabtzansk, Glupsk and 
Tuneiadevke. It was as the first stylist in Yiddish, 
the first classicist to invest his stories with artistic 
form that he rose to the rank of greatness. Sho- 
lem Aleikhem’s fiction, again, was until recently re- 
garded as entertainment rather than as art; hence 
Peretz had the advantage over him when they 
were both alive. Peretz would have had more to 
vie with today since the erstwhile epigones have 
made their mark in the world both qualitatively 
and quantitatively. Each one of his close pro- 
teges, at one time or another: Asch, Pinski, Rei- 
sen, Schneour, and a few of those meteors, like I. 
J. Singer, whom he scarcely knew, have outstrip- 
ped him in some one department, securing popular 
acclaim and all that goes with it. 


Analysis of Peretz’s Achievement 


To analyze this general finding, Sholem Asch 
has certainly, since painting his Polish townlet, ac- 
quired an undisputed place as one of the world’s 
leading novelists, even before his name resounded 
from one end of Christendom to the other. Per- 
etz had never even so much as attempted a full- 
length novel, and compressed nearly all his talent 
in the short story, and sketch, frequently spending 
himself in fragments, sparks, so to speak. As to 
poetry, aside from ‘‘Monish,” with which he made 
his literary debut, and a few shorter specimens of 
good verse, he turned out very little that could 
take its place beside masters like Rosenfeld, Yeho- 
ash, and Bialik, unless we include in this field the 
dramatic poems (‘Sewing of the Bridal-Gown’’) 
and the versified dramas. It is, indeed, problem- 
atic whether Peretz could have reached the top 
rung in our own poetically fruitful decade. It is 
likewise with drama. So little’ did he accomplish 
in this sphere, that Pinski, with his dozens of 
plays, is easily his peer as a playwright. Even 
Peretz Hirshbein, with whom Peretz is often con- 
fused among American Jews and Greenwich vil- 
lagers, can lay claim to at least as much accom- 
plishment in the province of the stage. Peretz’s 
main excellence lies in the short story, but even 
there he has competitors who have written not 
only a larger number of tales in Yiddish, but who 
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had a greater instinct for the purely narrative 
pattern. 

It will not be necessary to extend this miniature 
survey. We shall grant that Peretz is at a disad- 
vantage when we begin to analyze his specific con- 
tributions. He can receive his proper evaluation 
only when we scan his literary physiognomy as a 
whole. 


A Rival’s Estimate 


It was Peretz’s inveterate adversary, David 
Frishman, who, in his obituary, wrote the follow- 
ing: ‘‘When I saw Peretz for the first time some 
twenty-five years ago and perceived the powerful 
imp with his glowing eyes and heard him articulate 
the terse sentences and ex cathedra dicta which he, 
as a rule, would disavow in the next breath, and 
contemplated his intense emotions, together with 
his lack of patience to clarify them in his mind and 
to realize his wishes, it dawned upon me that no 
matter how great this man might be as a littera- 
teur, as a personality he ranks, out of all propor- 
tions, higher. His literary activity is in reality 
nothing but an epiphenomenon, a slight accessory, 
an insignificant supplement. The chief thing in 
him is after all the man. As a writer, he has given 
us probably more than was in his power, but as a 
personality, less. He who is acquainted only with 
his literature and has not known him personally, 
knows only a small fraction of him.” 


It must not be supposed, however, that I am 
diverting attention from _ indifferent literary 
achievement to a striking personality. All that is 
postulated here is that Peretz’s personality is so 
interwoven with his work that we cannot under- 
stand the one without the other. We shall have 
occasion to see that in spite of a relatively meagre 
output, his personal equation means so much more 
when added to the content, which brings us to the 
positive features of his literary configuration, 
clearly distinguishing him from other Yiddish and 
perhaps, too, Jewish writers in general. 


Individuality: Conception vs. Perception 


In the first instance, he was a pathfinder, what 
the Germans call a Bahnbrecher. Even his com- 
peers, Mendele and Sholem Aleikhem, keen as 
they were in their detailed perceptions, browsed in 
a ghetto. Peretz broke down the barriers between 
East and West, between Jew and Gentile, thus 
Europeanizing the literature which hitherto seem- 
ed impervious to the influences from without, and 
supplied a lofty conception to the Yiddish literary 
structure. 

Peretz not only blazed the trail by introducing 
new themes and a fresh style. He exploited his 


subjects in an original manner, discarding the ele- 
mentary teacher’s pointer (teitle) and requiring 
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his readers to think, indicating the cue by a series 
of dots which were laughed out of court by his 
older colleagues. They said it was a pose, affect- 
ing originality, but that in reality, he himself 
would be hard put to tell exactly what was in his 
mind. Perhaps they were right in a certain de- 
gree; for Peretz did not pretend to give us ready- 
made conclusions. He was original in setting the 
problems, in disclosing relations, without explain- 
ing their quale. That did not detract from his in- 
dividuality, since much of what was then vague 
and inarticulate began to take on a definite shape 
and hue as the years went by, just as Beethoven’s 
symphonies mean much more to us today than they 
did to the privileged first auditors. 


A Seeker of Values and Forms 


There can be no question about Peretz having a 
creative mind, even if many of his products were 
not finished. Schubert’s Unfinished Symphony is 
great music in spite of its incompleteness. To- 
gether with Schiller he would rather be in constant 
quest of objectives than actually attain them. And 
herein lies another fundamental trait of Peretz’s 
literary personality. He was the perpetual seeker 
after new forms, new ideas, new outlets of expres- 
sion. His mercurial nature was an obstruction 
and at the same time a release—an obstruction to 
his literary reputation, and a release to the urges 
of his inner self. Many of his opponents placed 
him in the category of a chameleon, but he did not 
assume the coloring of the environment, but rather 
took the initiative in transforming it. That is one 
reason why he could not be a realist or naturalist. 
It would be necessary for him to remain on one 
plane; it would spell stagnation for him. He must 
transform the mere sense-data into an ideological 
entity, trying out various approaches. 


Peretz was of course a romanticist, but this was 
only a stage in his cultural wandering. He became 
in turn an impressionist, a symbolist and, in natu, 
even an expressionist. Surrealism might have oc- 
cupied his attention had he lived another few 
years. The experimentalism in modern literary 
movements was manifest in his unceasing search 
for a better understanding of situations (since the 
characters are only phases of a psychological situ- 
ation). He thus became the divining rod of new 
forms for at least a whole generation of writers; 
and forsooth, if we investigate the most recent in- 
novations in Yiddish productions, we shall dis- 
cover that Peretz had already shown the way. 

In the process of his transformation, like his 
own “Gilgul fun a Niggun,” he passes through 
various layers. Sometimes he descends like a 
diver into the depths of history bringing to the 
surface his find, and without resting on earth, he 
soars with it to Olympic heights where it is puri- 
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fied and crystallized into a literary creation. It is 
perhaps in this respect that he differs from both 
his predecessors and successors. Perhaps without 
being aware of it, he possessed the formula of 
Kfitzath Haderekh (Seven League Boots). In 
many other writers, the passage from one story to 
another, from one play or novel to another is ac- 
companied by or mediated through the change of 
interest and mentality. Each of Peretz’s writings, 
however, is merely a chip off the old block. It is 
Peretz objectified into a tale, poem, or feuilleton. 
The true literary picture of the artist can be en- 
visaged only after all these items, fragments, and 
even aphorisms are welded into an integrated 
whole; and we must not lose sight of his great ver- 
satility in this connection: correspondence, mem- 
oirs, epigrams, publicism, allegories, poetry, 
drama, essays, travel-sketches, criticism, popular 
science—all capped by his insinuating folk-tales 
and Chassidic stories. 


Literary Evaluations 


Peretz himself thought more of his drama “The 
Golden Chain” than of anything else he wrote. 
His more objective friends knew that his inimit- 
able ‘‘Folk-Tales” would always live in the mem- 
ory of his people. A number of his narratives like 
“The Incarnation of a Tune,” “He Who Gives 
Life,” “In Times of Pestilence,” “The Messen- 
ger,” “A Chapter of Psalms” and “Shma Yis- 
roel,” “Domestic Bliss” and “Precipice” (Mesh- 
upe) need a cultural background for comprehen- 
sion. Perhaps that is why the pointed stories like 
“If Not Higher” and “‘Bontzye Shveig”’ have been 
singled out as the most characteristic and most val- 
uable of his writings. They are fine to cite as illus- 
trations, but remind us of Bartlett’s “Familiar 
Quotations,” as compared with a volume of, let us 
say, Emerson’s “Essays.” 


Another conventional practice is to give the gist 
of one or two of Peretz’s tales, including the folk 
legends. It would seem futile to condense into a 
paragraph of ordinary prose a poetic gem, the set- 
ting of which is by far more important than the 
plot or the moral. In other words, in order to en- 
joy Peretz one must read him. Unfortunately the 
English-speaking reader has yet to discover him. 
There are only two volumes in English translation, 
much of which is duplicated, one volume awk- 
wardly translated, the other, while done adequate- 
ly as to diction, somewhat inaccurately translated. 

Of his poems, “Monish” is unsurpassed as a 
ballad, while ‘“The Sewing of the Wedding Gown” 
is a powerful indictment of human exploitation in 
dramatic form. 

To my mind, the eerie drama “Beinakht oifn 
Altn Mark” is his masterpiece. It is a Jewish con- 
ception of Faust with a Walpurgisnacht originally 
conceived on a ghetto scale, narrow but deep. In 
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rhymed verse, it shows us the Peretz we might 
have had, were he working under propitious cir- 
cumstances. That, indeed, is what we always have 
in the back of our mind when we pay homage to 
the man who had so many facets, each of which 
shone as if it were of a different water. We honor 
him for his potentialities as well as for his actual- 
ities; for we feel, as did his sworn foes, that the 
man was greater than his production. 


Peretz not only was the foremost writer in Yid- 


dish. He was a pillar in Hebrew literature too. 
His poetry, in contrast with the didactic and mor- 
alistic trends of the day, introduced an erotic note 
and appealed to the aesthetic sense. His sketches 
and playlets in Hebrew are, in part, variants of 
some of his Yiddish writings, sometimes preceding 
them. A series of fantastic pictures of ‘The 
Eighth Compartment of the Inferno,” is his most 
ambitious contribution to Hebrew literature. 

Withal, there was nothing crude or shoddy 
about his work. Even his “Shtreiml,” which is a 
veiled attack on traditional formality and which, 
because of its sophistication, has caused an acri- 
monious controversy in the Yiddish press of some 
forty years ago is, in reality, more romantic than 
cynical. 


Details of His Life 


Peretz took an active interest in all communal 
life. Working as a clerk in the Warsaw Commu- 
nity House, he dared to incur the displeasure of 
the officials by opposing their choice in the elec- 
toral campaign. Almost every serious-minded 
group of young people could count on his support. 
He kept open house; and on Saturday afternoon 
at his home on Ceglana 1, there would gather a 
circle of young friends for a few hours of cultural 
entertainment. New Yiddish folk songs were dis- 
covered, sung, and expatiated on. 


The details of his life need not detain us here. 
Descended partly of a Sephardic line, as the sur- 
name Peretz (Perez) might suggest, he was born 
in Zamosc, the “little Paris” of Polish Jewry, in 
the province of Lublin on May 18, 1852. His 
school life was not particularly eventful. He 
would cut capers, and his pranks were the bane of 
his teachers for whom he appears to have formed 
little regard. His memory was phenomenal and 
his grasp was amazing, but he earned, especially 
later, when he continued his studies in the Beth 
Midrash (House of Study) the sobriquet of mad- 
cap. 

His puberty was beset by all sorts of metaphys- 
ical problems; and he was pleased to learn from 
his father that he was scheduled to marry Gavriel 
Lichtenfeld’s daughter, because his father-in-law, 
a mathematician, mediocre poet, and dilettante 
philosopher would be able to solve all his prob- 
lems. His marriage was to him the merest inci- 
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dent in his young life of 20 or so (since he does 
not appear to remember the date or the place in 
which it occurred). The union resulted in the 
birth of two sons (only one of whom, Lucian, 
grew up to manhood) but was soon to be dissolv- 
ed. Peretz did not divulge the reason for his 
divorce, but it is supposed on good grounds that 
his highly educated wife, who never afterwards 
identified herself in Jewish society, was too pious 
for the independent mind that was Peretz. A few 
years later, he visited a wineshop in Leczna and 
won over the wine dealer’s daughter, Helena Rin- 
gelheim, who died only two years ago. 


After his first marriage Peretz had set up in 
business, but was unsuccessful. He later began to 
practice law, but was disbarred because of alleged 
Polonizing tendencies which the Russian govern- 
ment naturally would frown upon. He then par- 
ticipated in a Jewish sociological survey, financed 
by the Jewish convert, Jan Bloch, with the purpose 
of ameliorating the lot of his estranged brethren. 
No one knows what had become of the data, but 
Peretz’s “Travel Pictures” which was the result of 
this expedition might be said to have been worth 
the expense which the whole undertaking involved. 
Incidentally, Nahum Sokolow, Zionist leader and 
ace publicist was Peretz’s associate in this census 
taking. At the completion of the survey, such as 
it was, Peretz was again without a regular occupa- 
tion. Fortunately a vacancy presented itself at the 
Warsaw Jewish Community House, and he ac- 
cepted a post as bookkeeper or auditor, where he 
was later assigned, of all things, the task of serv- 
ing as a mortuary clerk. 


His sudden death during the Passover week in 
1915, plunged not only the Warsaw Jews but all 
Jewry into deep mounring. It is estimated that 
more than 150,000 people participated in the fun- 
eral. There was scarcely an organization in Poland 
which did not send a delegation to represent it. 
Only the Community officials were conspicuously 
absent. In the minutes afterwards, the death of 
the clerk of the tax department was baldly record- 
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ed; but there was no Peretz to transform the scene 
into a scorching satire. 


Thus lived and died, and yet continues to live a 
beacon light in Jewish culture, a warrior and artist 
at the same time, a man who throbbed with life 
and created lasting values, while he was attending 
the needs of the dead. 





BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Although some of Peretz’s works have been translated 
into a dozen languages, with Hebrew and German in the 
lead, they have fared rather badly in English. Only the 
following volumes are available: 


Tales and Pictures, translated by Helena Frank (Jewish 
Publication Society) 


Bontche the Silent (and other stories) translated by A. S. 
Rappoport (S. Paul, London) 


The Sewing of the Wedding Gown, translated by Bessie F. 
White in Nine One-Act Plays (Luce, Boston) 


Champagne, translated by Etta Block, in Ome-Act Plays 
from the Yiddish (Stewart Kidd, Cincinnati) 


The only complete biography and analytic interpretation 
of Peretz’s works is entitled: 


Peretz: Psychologist of Literature, by A .A. — (Sci- 
Atr Publishers, Cambridge, Mass.) 


There are of course a number of — stories, 
sketches, tales, and poems scattered in the Anglo-Jewish 
press of the United States and England, as well as anthol- 
ogies, but there is still a rich Peretz harvest to be reaped by 
the reader of cultural interests. 
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The Palestine Symphony Orchestra 


by Heinz Politzer 





W= IN Palestine have become too easily accus- 
tomed to the existence of our symphony or- 
chestra. We are taking for granted that a small 
community of half a million people should enjoy 
the presence of an orchestra, which, in both size 
and quality, is not far behind the Berlin or Vienna 
Philharmonic, as they were in the days of their 
freedom. We are no longer astounded to find 
ourselves hurrying through unfinished streets to 
hear performances which are as finished and as 
varied as those of the world’s musical centers. 
The country is still at the stage of pioneering col- 
onization, yet in the realm of music it is in a posi- 
tion to compete with the most advanced musical 
centers in the world, without anyone even evincing 
any surprise. 


The orchestra was founded by Bronislaw 
Huberman. As a world famous concert violinist 
his personal position was only little affected by the 
loss of the German concert stage with the advent 
of Hitler in 1933. But, as was the case.with many 
of the best, his injured pride served as an impetus 
for new and more vigorous activity. The Nazis 
claimed that the Jews were musically uncreative, 
they ridicule and discredit Heinrich Heine; they 
placed a ban on the moderns because of the unmis- 
takable part which the Jews played among them; 
they intentionally forgot that it was a German Jew 
who retrieved the standard German musical crea- 
tion — Johann Sebastian Bach’s St. Matthew’s 
Passion—from oblivion. In ‘the face of this, 
Huberman founded the orchestra in the old-new 
homeland that it might foster both Jewish and 
world music. For the neo Hebraic culture was 
never intended to compete with other cultures, but 
rather to participate as a distinct instrument in the 
international concert of peoples. 


An added factor was the ever growing pheno- 
menon of expulsion of prominent Jewish musicians 
from European orchestras because of a spreading 
racial hatred. The splendid contribution of Jew- 
ish musicians to Germany’s orchestras is well- 
known; but they were shown no consideration by 
the new regime, except when men like Wilhelm 
Furtwaengler dared to intervene in behalf of a 
few among them in the early days of the regime. 
Then came the fall of Vienna, whose musical fame 
was in no small measure due to the contributions 
of Jewish musicians and the pampered Jewish 
musical audiences. Then came Prague, Budapest, 
Italy. The musicians who were fortunate enough 
to escape across some border, found themselves 
penniless, homeless, helpless. Perhaps Huberman 
visualized what it would have meant to himself if 


he were forced to abandon his violin in favor of 
some menial occupation, or if he were forced to 
cheapen his art by playing in some cheap orchestra 
to keep body and soul together. Only an artist 
could appreciate the suffering which this degrada- 
tion would inflict upon another artist. So he 
founded the orchestra to provide productive help 
for the victims of the appetites for power of the 
unmusical gentlemen. The personnel of the or- 
chestra, as it is described in its program notes, 
does represent in miniature, a picture of Jewish 
homecoming from the several lands of expulsion. 

Last year Huberman conducted his orchestra in 
Beethoven’s violin concerto and in chamber music 
by Mozart; he had barely recovered from his fly- 
ing accident and looked tired and aged as he step- 
ped up to the podium. His interpretation of Beet- 
hoven’s concerto was very personal, very romantic 
and perhaps subject to dispute. But as he faced 
his musicians, he was filled with enthusiasm and 
rejuvenation. 


The other great conductor of the orchestra is 
Arturo Toscanini. The story of his sojourn in 
Palestine has become a legend. Numberless anec- 
dotes are told of those momentous days three 
years ago. What is more important, even today 
the orchestra betrays the stamp of Toscanini’s in- 
fluence in its sweep and its love of truth. Certain 
passages, certain crescendi and retardandi are 
played in one definite manner, since Toscanini left 
his mark on them. This influence will never dis- 
appear. Even today certain conductors attempt 
in vain to satisfy the Palestinian public with their 
renditions of compositions once conducted by the 
great maestro. 

His contribution toward educating the concert- 
going public is no smaller than that of training the 
orchestra. Our listening public is by no means a 
homogeneous, well educated and carefully selected 
group. Its composition is as freakish (if one may 
use this word in describing the Jewish lot) as is 
the composition of the Yishuv as a whole. Social- 
ly, it ranges from the agricultural worker, city 
worker, chauffeur, through the large, but econom- 
ically poor, intelligentzia, to the middle classes, 
the British officials and the Government. It runs 
through several generations, beginning with the 
oldest who brought with them European preten- 
sions and memories, and ends with the young who 
were born, or at least educated, in Palestine. For 
the former, an orchestra concert brings melan- 
choly, yet solemn memories of the Philharmonic 
and the Music-Verein. For the latter a concert 
means the only opportunity to hear and to learn 
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what international artistic creation is like. There 
is a wide range, too, according to country of ori- 
gin; there are Russians with the inclination toward 
Slav pathos and Slav melody, toward Tschaikow- 
sky, Dvorak, Moussorgsky and Smetana—even 
the melody of the Jewish national hymn, Hatikvah, 
is in the same vein. There are also the Westerners 
with their predilection for Bach, Mozart, Brahms 
and the moderns. Beethoven constitutes the zen- 
ith of the musical enthusiasm of the entire country. 
Last year we heard the chorus of Beethoven’s 
Ninth, sung to Hebrew words, at the very same 
hour that the German Chancellor threatened the 
Jews of Europe with total destruction. This was 
more than merely a coincidence; it was the worthy 
retort of the Jewish people to the inhuman hate of 
its persecutors. 

It is obvious that the orchestra is not enjoying 
an easy time in Palestine. It is not even partially 
supported by the state. Its sustaining members 
are not, as is the case in Berlin or Vienna or 
Prague, retired men or government official. It is 
dependent to a much greater degree upon an ex- 
ceedingly well-organized system of subscriptions. 
The purpose of this system is to facilitate the at- 
tendance at the concerts to a public which is doub- 
ly shaken by the catastrophe in Europe and the 
political vaccilations in Palestine itself. Part of 
this system are special privileges for workers and 
students. From the very beginning Huberman 
considered it of greatest importance to make sure 
that attendance at the orchestra concerts does not 
become the privilege of the few. 


Naturally, these limited incomes do not suffice 
to ensure the continuation of the orchestra and its 
further development. For that the orchestra 
needs, first of all, a concert hall of its own. It 
now plays in exposition halls or in moving picture 
theatres, which are hurriedly transformed, and 
lack the proper acoustics. They have no foyers, 
so essential for the creation of the proper social 
atmosphere. It often happens that shrill sounds 
from the outside, the siren of a steamer, or an 
automobile horn, intrude to disturb the vibrations 
of a pianissimo. The orchestra is thus still de- 
pendent for its development on the assistance of 
its friends all over the world—to the extent that 
this world is yet free. 

These are the external problems. The inner 
problems are no less complicated and weighty. 
What type of music should be played, what cul- 
tural level should the orchestra aim at that it 
might satisfy both the simple listener and the de- 
manding connoisseur? Shall special stress be laid 
on Jewish music, and just what is Jewish music? 
Is it not a particular obligation of this orchestra, 
born in freedom, to foster music by progressive 
composers, who have been exiled from many 
European lands? Is not this an outstanding aim 
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of musical education in Palestine? 

The directors of the orchestra, Professor Kas- 
tenberg, who had organized the musical life of 
such world centers as Berlin and Prague, and 
Mr. Levertoff chose the way of the happy med- 
ium. They arranged the programs so as to satisfy 
each demand to the greatest possible extent. 
Classical and romantic German and national Slav 
music, the music of the small European nations, 
the attempts at Jewish musical composition, all 
combine to make up an almost complete represent- 
ation of all musical culture. Side by side with 
Beethoven, Gustav Mahler enjoys prominence. 
This year, which marks the eightieth anniversary 
of the birth of this master, we shall stage a great 
Gustav Mahler festival that will include his “Lied 
von der Erde” and his representative symphonies. 
The past season brought to Palestine for the first 
time a symphony by Anton Bruckner; it is a 
strange event to perceive the Catholic religious 
feeling of this conservative Austrian composer in 
the Orient, especially in an audience almost entire- 
ly Jewish. We heard Schoenberg’s “Pelleas and 
Melisande.” Ernst Bloch, the American Jew, was 
represented by his bold and vigorous compositions 
which served as an example of the new Jewish 
music which is giving expression to the faith and 
fervor of its people. 


An important problem is that of conductors. 
Until now, various ranking European conductors 
were engaged, each for no more than three or 
four performances, thus confronting the orchestra 
with the need to respond to a new temperament. 
These were Eugene Szenkar, characterized by a 
grand manner and theatricality; the mobile, al- 
most dancing Issay Dobrowen; the Englishman 
Sargent and the anti-Nazi German Hermann 
Scherchen, who is responsible for the most refined 
performances of the past season. However, many 
believe that for the continuous development of the 
orchestra, it is necessary to engage one conductor 
who would stay for at least one season and would 
thus have the opportunity to mold it into a well-in- 
tegrated musical unit. For today the orchestra, 
composed as it is of many one-time solo perform- 
ers, is still subject to many moods. On some occa- 
sions it will surpass itself, while on others it will 
fail to maintain its normal high level. This is cer- 
tainly accountable to a great extent to climatic dif- 
ficulties, the many trips from city to city and from 
settlement to settlement, and the unfavorable con- 
ditions of the concert halls. 

The orchestra players are generally young 
people. They come from amid various musical cul- 
tures, often diametrically opposed musical schools, 
but now they constitute a unity of sensitivity, pre- 
cision, easy tractability and unmistakably unique 
temperament. When they bend over their instru- 
ments, their faces are the faces of happy men. 
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The Other Germa ny: A Reply to Willi Schlamm 


by Alfred Braunthal 





T HAS become popular among cer- 

tain intellectual quarters in Western 

Europe and even among German 
refugees to picture the Germans as a 
nation inherently inaccessible to the 
democratic ideal and predestined to 
fall victim to a dictatorial rule. The 
political implications of this theory in 
the present situation are obvious. It 
is being used as a tool in the hands of 
reactionary cliques who want to estab- 
lish the security of Western Europe by 
dividing or partitioning Germany and 
by a permanent military rule of the 
Western countries over Europe, where- 
as all liberal forces in Western Europe 
are working for a federative solution 
of the European problem. 

Where American liberalism ought 
to stand, should not be open to any 
doubt. A European order based on 
a super-Versailles and kept together 
by military power, with the seed of 
rebellion in its geographical center, 
would spell the death knell to demo- 
cratic progress in Europe and strength- 
en the reactionary forces also in this 
country. 

Willi Schlamm certainly does not 
want the triumph of political reaction 
in Europe after Hitler's downfall. But 
by spreading the theory of the Ger- 
man nation’s inaccessibility to demo- 
cratic ideals—no matter whether for 
historical or any other reasons—he un- 
consciously helps the forces of reaction 
to find the pretext for their war aims. 

Schlamm’s chief theses* are that the 
German nation has been “a century 
and a half removed from the way of 
life the western nations have reached,” 
that “Nazism has components com- 
mon to all Germans” and that the 
Germans quite generally are obsessed 
by a deep-rooted belief in the State as 
a metaphysical entity superior to the 
individual and subject to different 
moral principles than the individual. 

These theses, in spite of their popu- 
larity among intellectuals, are entirely 
unfounded. They are in the nature of 
those crassly superficial generalizations 
which are frequently made by people 
who know the history and the social, 
political and cultural structure of a 
country more or less by hear-say or 
from a short superficial-visit. 

To illustrate the nature of these 
sweeping generalizations by a con- 
crete example, there was a time when 
it was popular outside of Germany 
to see in the German school master 
the prototype of the German “subject” 





*Is There Another Germany? by Willi 
Schlamm. JEwIsH FRONTIER, preg 1940, 


and to deride his supposed meta- 
physical respect for the sanctity of 
the state and the powers behind the 
throne. Actually the German school 
master as he was pictured in this 
caricature was never a representative 
of the German political and philoso- 
phical mind—which single group or 
type could ever be representative of 
so complex a sociological phenomenon 
as a nation is bound to be—and the 
fact that in the Weimar era the teach- 
ers generally were to be found in the 
ranks of the most progressive and 
open-minded political and cultural 
forces contributed much to discredit 
the legend of the German school 
master. 

However enticing it might be to 
draw an outline of German history in 
order to thoroughly refute Schlamm’s 
thesis, lack of space prevents me from 
giving more than a hint of the Ger- 
man ‘‘way of life’ in the last hundred 
and fifty years that has been conjured 
by Schlamm. Very broadly speaking, 
three periods in pre-Nazi Germany 
can be distinguished with respect to 
this question. In the first period, 
reaching from the second half of the 
eighteenth century to the establish- 
ment of the empire, German bour- 
geoisie and intelligentsia rebelled 
against the feudal structure of the 
country in favor of a democratic way 
of life, with more success in the cul- 
tural plane, with less, but not without 
success, in the political sphere. 

The second period, that of the 
empire, is characterized not by the 
absolute rule of the dynasty and the 
military-feudal caste, as is widely be- 
lieved in western countries, but by 
an alliance of these powers with the 
bourgeoisie and part of the intelli- 
gentsia. From certain aspects of poli- 
tical technique this regime may appear 
very different from that of Western 
democracy. A more thorough analy- 
sis would reveal that it was to a sur- 
prisingly high degree akin to the poli- 
tical system on which British democ- 
racy has been based, and which is still 
very much alive in that country. This 
system is one of democracy restricted 
by certain pre-democratic powers 
which can and do exert their influence 
by a deal with and by dealing with 
the democratic machinery. For al- 
though neither the Kaiser nor the 
German Cabinet were responsible to 
the Reichstag, the latter, by its power 
to vote funds for the government, 
exerted a considerable check on the 
work of the cabinet ministers. 


In the third period, the Weimar 
era, the influence of the pre-democratic 
powers was substantially reduced, al- 
though not completely eliminated, and 
that of the democratic forces sub- 
stantially strengthened. 

In no period, however, was the 
power of the ruling strata to any ap- 
preciable degree based on a state mys- 
ticism, such as is, for instance, the 
case in Japan. Even in the era of 
the empire, and in spite of certain 
literary accounts such as “Der Unter- 
tan” by Heinrich Mann, the Crown, 
the symbol of the state, was in the 
midst of the political struggle with 
the Reichstag as a hard dealing com- 
petitive power, was openly opposed by 
a revolutionary movement which be- 
fore the outbreak of the World War 
was joined by one-third of the voters, 
and was the object of much mockery 
and witticism, as every one will bear 
out who has ever seen a few issues of 
Simplizissimus, the most influential 
satirical magazine of that period. 

Nor can it safely be maintained that 
Nazism owed its triumph to a general 
mystical belief in the state and its 
metaphysical superiority over the indi- 
vidual, or to a basic lack of democratic 
feeling in the German people. Those 
millions of people who prior to 1931 
laughed at the “Nazis” (the name 
at that time was used as a derogatory 
connotation) as they would have 
laughed at anybody attempting to 
preach to them the gospel of the 
— of the state over the indi- 
vidual, went over to the Nazi camp 
much for the same reasons that Amer- 
ican voters in 1932 went over to the 
Democratic camp. What these people 
really wanted was not the downfall of 
democracy and the erection of a new 
godhead State or Race, but an alter- 
nate government that undoubtedly was 
due in that period of most severe de- 
pression, but could not be formed on 
a democratic basis under the peculiar 
technique of Weimar parliamentarism 
under which a multiplicity of political 
parties and coalition governments were 
the rule. 

As Schlamm’s fundamental thesis 
has been found groundless, his con- 
clusions may be challenged too. From 
the assumption that Nazism has deep 
roots in the German nation’s soul he 
draws the conclusion that a revolu- 
tionary democratic regime will have to 
face terrific onslaughts on the part 
of the Nazi followers, and that it will 
probably take several decades, pro- 
vided it will be possible at all, to 
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secure the foundations of democracy has shrunk to a negligible minority 


in that unfortunate country. 

It may be admitted that if theories 
like those propounded by Schlamm 
should spread further in Western Eu- 
rope and engender corresponding poli- 
tical action against Germany, the 
chances for a genuine and enduring 
resurrection of democracy in German 
lands might actually be impériled. But 
assuming that those political forces in 
Western Europe which are nourished 
by such theories can be held in check 
and that a new European order will 
be established by the Western powers 
and with the aid of the German revo- 
lution, there is no reason for drawing 
so gloomy a picture of the fate that 
will await democracy in a reborn Ger- 
many as has been done in Schlamm’s 
article. Surely, the democratic revo- 
lution will face the task of arming 
itself with strong weapons against the 
possible dangers of a counter-revolu- 
tion, with stronger weapons than were 
ever forged by the men of the Weimar 
regime who were grown-up in a peace- 
ful environment and with pacifist 
traditions. But there are ample rea- 
sons for predicting that the opposition 
to a democratic regime will be far less 
violent and perilous than Schlamm has 
assumed. 


First of all, there is no reason to 
assume that Hitler has succeeded in 
implanting “within a good half of the 
nation a deep-rooted almost mad iden- 
tification with Nazism.” I do not 
know from which sources Schlamm has 
derived this sweeping statement; any- 
way he has not revealed the source. 
Has he, or his unknown and unnamed 
source, searched in the hearts of over 
thirty million Germans? Or has he 
found another reliable method of dis- 
covering the real feelings of people 
who are subjugated by a dictatorship 
that ruthlessly and cruelly has plugged 
all vents by which these real feelings 
could come to the surface? Has he 
invented new instruments which en- 
able him to find out what the mothers 
think of this regime that dooms their 
children to starvation and to the war’s 
threats to life and limb, what the 
youth feels under the strain of nightly 
exercises and the perils of the battle- 
field, how the artisans and small busi- 
ness men cope with the fact that the 
Hitler regime has forced them out of 
business and into the ammunition fac- 
tories, and how the peasants react to a 
system that has placed ten control 
officers behind every farmer, let alone 
the seven million social-democratic 
voters to whom even Schlamm con- 
cedes the preservation of the faith in 
their old democratic ideals? 

To be sure, he who would claim 
that the fanatic following of Hitler 


would fall into the same pitfall, for 
the basis of tangible evidence under 
the circumstances is lacking for all esti- 
mates of this kind. The only state- 
ment that remains on safe ground is 
that although no one in the world is 
in a position to estimate the percentage 
of the nation that still identifies itself 
with Nazism, one fact stands out 
clearly: the man who has won the 
admiration of a considerable part of 
the nation and the acquiescence of 
another part because he promised them 
the end of unemployment and the 
restoration of Germany's old glory by 
bloodless means, has achieved the one 
goal by a regime of scarcity and de- 
privation and the other goal by plung- 
ing his country into a deadly and 
bloody contest with the victors of the 
First World War. It is hardly im- 
aginable that this fact has left the 
feelings of the broad masses of Hit- 
ler’s original following untouched. 


From this point we are led to a 
second line of reasoning. Even as- 
suming that a sizable portion of the 
nation still identifies itself with Naz- 
ism, there is-every reason to believe 
that at the end of the war in which 
Nazi Germany is defeated, the situa- 
tion will have radically changed. The 
tenet of the superiority and invinci- 
bility of the fascist system in general 
and of the rejuvenated German nation 
in particular has been the very sub- 
stance of Nazism. If this belief be 
shattered, if it turns out that the ‘“‘sen- 
ile democracies” are militarily, strate- 
gically and economically superior to 
Nazidom, what wal remain of the 
philosophy of Nazism in its disciples’ 
hearts? A philosophy that is based 
upon broad international aspects of a 
secular development, such as the so- 
cialist philosophy, may endure in spite 
of a series of defeats. A philosophy 





based on the inherent invincibility of 
a national and of a political system is 
bound to be shattered by a decisive 
defeat, even if it should not collapse 
before the military defeat as a result 
of the disintegration of the political 
regime under pressure of war. 


A third consideration may conclude 
the argument and lead at the same 
time to practical conclusions. The 
hotbed of counter-revolution in mod- 
ern society is a large body of unem- 
ployed and uprooted, especially among 
the intellectuals and the youth. If 
the post-Hitler regime should prove 
unable to give work to the masses of 
soldiers, officers, ammunition workers, 
etc., left stranded by the collapse of 
Nazism, there might be a real danger 
lest discontent with the new regime 
grow among these people, and Nazism 
or a similar movement again find 
a fertile soil. I personally am of 
the opinion that a democratic revo- 
lution in Germany will stay on firm 
ground only if it will be able to cope 
successfully with the problem of em- 
ployment and, to this end, will embark 
upon a constructive and courageous 
economic policy even if it be abhorent 
to the orthodox. If the post-Hitler 
regime should be aware of this neces- 
sity—and there is every reason to as- 
sume that it will be, in face of the 
obvious dangers that it would have to 
face otherwise—if those people who 
might be accessible to Nazi philosophy 
should find a way to constructive work, 
and if a reborn Germany should be 
allowed to participate in the political 
and economic reconstruction of Eu- 
rope, I cannot see any sociological rea- 
sons why a democratic regime in Ger- 
many should not be able to consolidate 
itself quickly, without those cata- 
clysms and catastrophes that have been 
conjured in Schlamm’s article. 
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Some Additional Sad Observations 





by Willi Schlamm 





The statement that a pot is half- 
empty cannot be refuted by the proof 
that it is half-filled. But since, one 
rainy day, the magic gadget of dialec- 
tics was invented, such simple rules of 
logic do not count any longer, and so 
my friend Alfred Braunthal, in order 
to disprove my contentions concerning 
some sad problems of Germany, 
proves triumphantly that by far not all 
Germans are Nazis. As if I had not 
said just the same when I expressed, 
among other things, my opinion that 
Nazism is not an unfortunate, ephe- 
meral incident, but a trend of German 
history—a trend within the recorded 
social and spiritual development of the 
German nation. Naturally such a 
trend does not exclude other elements. 

It speaks well for the stimulating 
values of Braunthal’s “answer” that 
one feels tempted to contradict almost 
every single one of its sentences. But 
for the sake of the editor and the read- 
ers I have to limit my polemical urge 
to a few of Braunthal’s most startling 
statements and discoveries. 

“It has become popular among cer- 
tain intellectual quarters in Western 
Europe and even among German refu- 


gees to picture the Germans as a 
nation inherently inaccessible to the 
democratic ideal and predestined to 
fall victim to a dictatorial rule.” 
Aside from this particular debate 
Braunthal knows of course’ that this 
characterization of the Germans is not 
at all a newly created, tricky anti-Ger- 
man device. German critics as well as 
German apologists of their nation’s 
peculiar behavior during the 19th cen- 
tury (Heinrich Heine, Oswald Speng- 
ler, Franz Mehring, Heinrich von 
Treitschke, Nietzche, Richard Wag- 
ner) are in complete agreement, so far 
as the fundamental fact is concerned, 
that Germany's attitude towards all 
those experiences and values, we are 
wont to call the ideas and the results 
of the Great French Revolution, differs 
basically from the attitude of all other 
western European nations. Goethe, 
Lessing, Heine, Engles, Marx, Nietz- 
sche, have regretted that fact often 
with the most bitter irony. Kleist, 
Hegel, Wagner, Bismarck, Spengler 
have accepted it with pride and pas- 
sion, and have based their theorems 
concerning a special German call to 
rule other nations, on that unique Ger- 


man indifference in all matters of in- 
dividual liberties. 

As a matter of fact, there is not a 
single really important figure in Ger- 
man literature, arts, philosophy, and 
politics who has not recognized — 
either with pain or with pride—that 
specific element of modern German 
history. Varying were the explana- 
tions offered, and also the prognoses 
built upon the particular German way 
of life. But the fact itself was never 
denied, until recently some victims of 
a specifically German behavior have 
suddenly discovered that nothing hap- 
pened at all. (By the way, the excel- 
lent satirical German journal Simpli- 
zissimus, Braunthal mentions as wit- 
ness for his thesis, was neither of his 
opinion, nor of any real influence in 
Germany. Having contributed for a 
couple of years.to that fine magazine, 
I know it.) 

I simply do not comprehend how 
anybody who has even heard about 
Hegel and his disciples, can deny the 
existence and predominant influence 
of a state mysticism in Germany. 
While the main topic of all modern 
philosophy and sociology in England, 
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France and America was always (and 
still is) the speculation about, and the 
defense of the destiny and sovereignty 
of the individual endangered by the 
Leviathan, the representative German 
philosophy and sociology of the 19th 
century was doubtless nothing but state 
mysticism. It is common knowledge 
that even the Marxian antithesis of 
Hegel’s conception has little in com- 
mon with all that Frenchmen or Eng- 
lishmen ever had in mind when they 
spoke or taught Socialism. One may 
regret that lack of Hegelianism within 
the Western world of progress and 
Socialism (I do not), but one cannot 
deny that highly significant fact. How 
then can Braunthal call the established 
common consensus of the most pro- 
found and most sincere students of 
German history (German students as 
well as non-German ones) “entirely 
unfounded,” “‘crassly superficial gen- 
eralizations,” based on “hear-say” and 
“short superficial visits” ? 


It is true that other countries also 
boast prophets of state mysticism and 
of contempt for the “opportunism” of 
free man’s simple happiness. But in 
no nation except the. German (and 
perhaps the Russian) could their spirit 
ever influence their nation’s conscious- 
ness and history. Other nations had 
their own bitter critics. But how great 
the difference in their’ approach! 
While Voltaire, Zola, Spencer or Lin- 
coln scornfully fought against certain 
contemporary dark spots in their 
nation’s picture, there was neither 
among the French, nor among the 
English, nor among the Americans a 
single truly great spirit, who was not 
in a deep-rooted and organic manner 
in agreement with his nation’s way of 
life. But there was never a single 
great German (and here I carefully 
avoid speaking about Germans of Jew- 
ish descent) who was not in unhappy, 
painful and genuine disagreement with 
the specific German collective spirit 
(and not merely with certain occasion- 
al collective faults or vices) except 
those great Germans, who like Fichte 
or Hegel or Wagner, accepted and de- 
veloped that very spirit as a strange, 
exclusively German Weltanschauung. 


Of course there were also within 
Germany a few explosions of man’s 
eternal libertarian longings. But con- 
trary to the experiences of France, 
England and America, such events 
were never in Germany’s history some- 
thing more than shortlived, slightly 
ridiculous episodes. Compare, for in- 
stance, the experiences of Western 
Europe around 1848 with the German 
copy (convincingly told in scornful es- 
says by Heine or Engels, just to men- 
tion two witnesses Braunthal will 
probably have to accept). There was 


never a moment in modern Germany's 
national life during which the spirit of 
genuine rebellion was the general, the 
overwhelming trend within society, as 
was the. case for long decades during 
the 18th and 19th century in France, 
England and America. It is certainly 
true that even under Kaiser Wilhelm 
some institutions of Western democ- 
racy were formally introduced into 
Germany's political mechanism, such 
as the Reichstag’s power to vote funds 
for the Kaiser’s government which was 
otherwise not responsible to it. But I 
have not denied that the Germans 
have accepted, for short periods, demo- 
cratic institutions, I have questioned 
whether Germany has ever accepted 
the democratic way of life. And these 
are two entirely different matters as 
everybody who has spent even a few 
happy months within a genuinely 
democratic nation will admit. 


I could not have better formulated 
what I had in mind than Braunthal 
did, though he did so with the inten- 
tion to refute my position. ‘‘Millions 
of (German) people . . . went over to 
the Nazi camp much for the same rea- 
sons that American voters in 1932 
went over to the Democratic camp.” 
But it is amazing that Braunthal did 
not perceive that herein lies the deci- 
sive and essential difference. Amer- 
icans bewildered by the cataclysm of 
world crisis, voted for Roosevelt; Ger- 
mans in the same position voted for 
Hitler. And I can offer material 
proof that the economic situation of 
the German unemployed in 1932 was 
considerably higher than the standard 
of living of employed qualified work- 
ers in Paris or Prague, who neverthe- 
less did not dash into an apocalyptic 
adventure. 


No, it is entirely impossible to ex- 
plain the phenomenon of Nazism by 
specific economic experiences of post- 
war Germany. And it is even more 
useless to make such surprising state- 
ments like: “In the Weimar era the 
(German) teachers generally were to 
be found in the ranks of the most pro- 
gressive and open-minded political and 
cultural forces.” With the exception 
of Braunthal there is hardly one demo- 
cratic German who would today deny 
that, generally, the teachers in Ger- 
many’s elementary and high schools 
and the professors of Germany's uni- 
versities were by far more responsible 
for bringing about Nazism than Hit- 
ler’s S. A. and S. S. After German 
Social-Democratic ministers of inter- 
ior, education and other branches of 
the pre-Hitler administration and some 
other dependable experts have written, 
big libraries of memoirs giving docu- 
mentary proof for the unhappy state of 
things within democratic Germany, 
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Braunthal’s calm and incidental state- 
ment to the contrary is startling. Of 
course, there were also quite a number 
of progressive teachers in Germany, 
but it is a matter of fact that these pro- 
gressive teachers were neither repre- 
sentative, nor even always tolerated in 
Germany’s school system, the general 
state of which was perhaps the most 
unfortunate failure of the sincere re- 
form experiment of the Weimar era. 
In order to check this fact one may 
look into the volumes 1919-1932 of 
Simplizissimus and he will be amazed 
to see, what that progressive mirror of 
Germany (as Braunthal lauds the late 
wit of Muncih) had to say about the 
sad misery of post-war Germany’s rep- 
resentative textbooks, high schools and 
universities. 


This is not the occasion to examine 
all the issues involved in our debate; 
neither can I offer a blueprint for a re- 
formation of Germany, although I 
have to thank my friend Braunthal for 
his generous admission that I do not 
recommend, at least not consciously, 
the pattern of reactionary French and 
English clans, concerning a super-Ver- 
sailles. But I wish to answer Braun- 
thal’s rather rhetorical question, “from 
which sources Schlamm has derived 
this sweeping statement . . . that Hit- 
ler has succeeded in implanting within 
a good half of the nation a deep-root- 
ed, almost mad identification with 
Nazism.” 

My sources? Every serious book, 
every responsible report, every bit of 
true information, written or told by 
dependable observers, who are at the 
same time entirely reliable foes. of 
Nazism. There is simply not a single 
serious author, not a single foreign 
correspondent who took his assign- 
ment in Germany seriously, not one 
responsible student of German affairs, 
who would not admit that at least a 
good half of the German nation is in 
voluntary agreement with the Nazi re- 
gime. But I can also offer other 
proofs. What about the Germans who 
are not “subjugated by a dictatorship 
that ruthlessly and cruelly has plugged 
all vents by which these real feelings 
could come to the surface?” What 
about the Germans abroad, in South 
America, in North America, in the 
Balkans, in South Africa, all over the 
world? They live under conditions 
which certainly give them full op- 
portunity to express their ‘‘real feel- 
ings”; but who would deny that ‘the 
huge majority of them is either ac- 
tively or passively in agreement with 
Nazism. 

For more than five years I had oc- 
casion to observe the Germans within 
Czechoslovakia, the most decent dem- 
ocracy Central Europe has produced. 
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Tenth Session—Monday morning, June Srd at 10 
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Having been for decades the strong- 
hold of organized labor within old 
Austria-Hungary, the Sudeten territory 
became simply a mad house at the first 
opportunity. This occurred not as a 
casual mistake; it was not the intoxica- 
tion of the feverish year 1933; volun- 
tarily, stubbornly, in a certain sense 
even heroically, at least 75 per cent of 
the Sudeten Germans longed for Na- 
zism for four years. This longing had 
little to do with understandable dreams 
of national unity. Between 1919 and 
1932, when Germany had witnessed 
a democratic experiment, certainly not 
more than five per cent of the Sudeten 
Germans had the slightest longing to 
be a part of the united Reich. But 
then came Hitler . . . 

How do I know that the sobering 
experience of Nazi reality did not 
change the Germans’ strange state of 
mind? In addition to all the depend- 
able sources of informations men- 
tioned above, (for instance, the excel- 
lent Gruene Berichte, “Green Re- 
ports”, of the exiled German Social 
Democratic Party) let us weigh the 
importance of a single detail. I assume 
that Braunthal will not deny that the 
Nazi regime succeeded in conquering 
almost entirely the German genera- 
tion below the age of 30, which con- 
stitutes about half the German nation. 
But even if we accept the optimistic 
estimate that merely two thirds of the 
younger generation are really con- 
quered, and in addition to that merely 
one third of the older people, can 
there remain any room for doubt that 
a clear majority of the whole nation is 
deeply afflicted ? 

However, thinks Braunthal, “a 
philosophy based on the inherent in- 
vincibility of a national and of a 
political system is bound to be shat- 
tered by a decisive defeat.” This is 
another chimerical conception I am 
afraid. Didn’t it already happen 22 
years ago? Was not Wilhelm’s Ger- 
many defeated, thus proving that dem- 
Ocracies are “militarily, strategically 
and economically superior to Nazi- 
dom” (or its equivalent at that time) ? 
And had not the All-Deutschtum, 
just thoroughly defeated by superior 
external forces, a glorious come back 
within Germany, and is now im- 
measurably more vigorous and more 
accepted by an essential part of the 
nation? Why should the Germans 
understand the lesson ¢his time, unless 
the military defeat this time is so 
gigantic that even a generation educat- 
ed by Goebbels could not deny that 
it was a military defeat and not, once 
more, a mystical “stabbing in the 
back” ? 

It is here that a painful “scissors” 
process awaits everybody who is hon- 
estly concerned with Europe’s and 


Germany's future. On the one hand 
one feels one’s duty to warn, even 
as a German refugee, against a super- 
Versailles (whatever that fashionable 
slogan means); on the other hand 
one cannot overlook that nothing but 
a complete, a ‘decisive, a smashing 
military defeat can teach the German 
nation the tragic lesson that war does 
not pay. But a thoroughly defeated 
nation is a bad pupil, especially if 
that nation is a notoriously bad loser. 
Neither are England and France na- 
tions of such a super-human morality 
that they can be expected to create 
the most gracious conditions for a 
Germany they had just been completely 
smashed at the cost of unimaginable 
hardships. Who if not a defeated 
Germany will possibly have to pay for 
the gigantic reconstruction of destroy- 
ed Poland, destroyed Norway, de- 
stroyed Czechoslovakia, destroyed Den- 
mark and all the other future victims 
of Nazi aggression will yet suffer? Is 
anyone of the opinion that England 
and France, if victorious, will bear 
the burden of Nazism’s crimes? And 
if Germany, the unhappy heir of Na- 
zism, has to bear it, can anyone im- 
agine that in such an atmosphere a be- 
wildered German nation will easily 
and smoothly pass to a democratic way 
of life? 

I prefer realism to superficial pana- 
ceas, not because I like melancholy, 
but because realism is the only guide 
to creative action. This war will either 
end with Hitler’s victory (and a “‘ne- 
gotiated peace” would be his victory, 
too) or with the complete breakdown 
of Germany. If Hitler wins our dis- 
cussions will have been useless any- 
way. If Germany is thoroughly de- 
feated, neither blueprints of a “Fed- 
erated Europe,” nor any other honest 
proposals of honestly progressive peo- 
ple can save Germany from having 
a prettly bad time. And that's why 
I doubt that a post-Hitler Germany 
will “be able to consolidate itself 
quickly, without those cataclysms and 
catastrophes that have been conjured 
in Schlamm’s article.” They have not 
been conjured in my article, but in 
reality. That’s the trouble. And not 
merely for the Germans. 
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May Day Greetings 
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To the Workers of Palestine 


Greetings on 
MAY DAY 
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Amalgamated Clothing Workers 


H. NOVODOR, Secretary 
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from 


BAKERS’ UNION, LOCAL 507 
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CAMP ACHVAH 
Conducted by 
BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION 
New York City 
$165 Season - $90 Half Season 
Boys and Girls -17 


Two hours from city; six miles from Port 

Jervis. Non-commercial camps. Jewish 

Cultural Program, Dietary Laws Observed, 

Mature Supervision. Beautiful Grounds, 
1 Sports, Gardening. 


Apply 
71 West 47th Street, New York City 
BRyant 9-0850 
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Sir: — 


I think you will be interested to get 
the story of the Revisionist Marine 
League that is running a school (mari- 
time) at Natania, Palestine. This 
League is now appealing to the Jewish 
public for funds and is backed by a 
Committee headed by a New York 
Judge named Brodsky and a Rabbi 
named Newman. The friends of this 
Marine League with offices at 1123 
Broadway, N. Y., have sent out two 
men; one by the name of Blank, the 
other Leeser. These gentlemen came 
to Baltimore over a week ago to “work 
the Community.” They came to me 
and tried their utmost to assure me 
that this is a non-Partisan League and 
that the school is non-Partisan. How- 
ever, we in Baltimore are a more or 
less compact body and it was not very 
difficult for me to acquaint our Zionist 
groups that this is a Revisionist affair 
and they could not make any progress. 
It took them four or five days to con- 
vince themselves that it won’t do even 
to attempt to obtain funds in Balti- 
more. 


They decided to go back to New 
York but claimed that they were 
stranded financially and had no funds 
with which to buy return tickets. I 
obtained for them $10 to cover their 
expenses. They made the following 


claims: 


1. That they did not know that this 
was a Revisionist institution. 


2. That the arrangements they had 
with the friends of the Marine 
League was on a 50-50 basis on 
whatever they collect. 


3. That they themselves are not Re- 
visionists. 


4, That they were actually assured 
by Rabbi Newman that the 
school in Natania takes in stu- 
dents of all groups and classes. 


Now as to the affair of the League 
as I see it. In the fall of 1938, I visit- 
ed Natania. Natania is a small vil- 
lage. I was not told about the exist- 
ence of a Maritime School then in Na- 
tania, although I was shown every- 
thing there. The Revisionists had a 
shack near the waterfront with a few 
small row boats and I believe one 
motor boat which was used by a group 
of their members. This, of course, is 
hardly a maritime school. Their let- 
ters claim that this school has been go- 
ing on for some time. In fact they say 
for a number of years. I believe it is 
worthwhile to trace these things down 
and get to the bottom of it. Judge 


Brodsky and Rabbi Hertz of England, 
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Ideal Jewish Camps 
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Operated on a non-commercial basis. Send 
for Descriptive Booklet. 
Rates: $165 for the Season: slightly 
higher for children under ten years 


A. P. SCHOOLMAN, Director 
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THE FIELDSTONE 
on Round Lake 
MONROE, NEW YORK 


A place of unexcelled beauty for 
rest and recreation in the heart of 
the Ramapo Mountains 


ONE HOUR FROM NEW YORE 


Swimming e¢ Boating ¢ Tennis 
Handball e Riding ¢ Golf ¢ and 
other sports 
By reservation only 


Phone: Monroe 2501 























DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST 


VeNDeTaS 


DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENoicort 2-2030 











CAMP TABOR 
FOR GIRLS 


LAKE COMO, PENNA. 


A distinguished camp for 
a cultured Jewish clientele. 
All land and water sports. 
Dietary Laws 
Fee $250. 
Directors 


RABBI JACOB B. GROSSMAN 
MRS. PAULINE C. GROSSMAN 


1290 LAFAYETTE AVE., BRONX 
DAyton 9-3446 











whose names appear on their stationary 
as indorsers, should be asked to give 
information as to the school, its scope, 
the number of students and all other 
details. 
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League for Labor 
Palestine 





BULLETIN: The second Bulletin 
of the League will be mailed to the 
membership on May 15. The Bulletin 
will contain a report on activities of 
various chapters sent in to the office. 
Many favorable reports on the first 
Bulletin have been sent in by num- 
erous members to the office. 

SECRETARY’S TOUR: During 
the month of April, Dr. Diamond has 
addressed a number of chapters in the 
following communities: Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; Chicago; Rock Island; Detroit, 
Mich.; Cleveland, Ohio; Cincinnati, 
Ohio; Akron, Ohio; Syracuse, New 
York; and Albany, New York. In all 
of these communities Dr. Diamond 
met with the executive committees of 
the chapters and discussed organiza- 
tional matters with them. 

SUMMER SEMINAR : Because of 
the fire which destroyed some of the 
property of the Seminar at Cream 
Ridge, New Jersey, the League will 
be unable to convene its Summer Se- 
minar at Cream Ridge this year. Ef- 
forts are being made to locate another 
camp for this summer. Announce- 
ments of the Seminar will be issued 
in due time. 

CHORAL SOCIETY CONCERT : 
The Second Annual Concert of the 
Choral Society of the League will be 
held on Sunday evening, May 26 at 
Hotel Pennsylvania. In the course of 
the year, the Choral Society has made 
numerous appearances before various 
Zionist groups. The annual concert 
is the final appearance of the Choral 
Society for the year. 

NEW CHAPTER FORMED IN 
ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS: As a 
result of Dr. Diamond’s visit to Rock 
Island on April 6, a new chapter was 
organized in Rock Island with Sol 
Weiner as temporary Secretary of the 
chapter. 

SOCIAL WORKERS CHAPTER 
IN CHICAGO: The National Sec- 
retary met with a group of Jewish so- 
cial workers in Chicago and a com- 
mittee was formed to plan for the or- 
ganization of a social workers’ chapter 
in Chicago. 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE: Dr. 
Diamond addressed a number of stu- 
dents at the Hebrew Union College 
in Cincinnati on April 13 and a com- 
mittee with Gene Lippman as Chair- 
man was named to plan for the or- 
ganization of a chapter on the campus 
of the Hebrew Union College. 

AKRON, OHIO: The Akron 
Chapter celebrated its first anniversary 
with a banquet on April 17 with Dr. 
Diamond as guest speaker. 








A Business Man’s Vision of Justice 


The Life of 
Joseph Fels 


By MARY FELS 


This book tells how a successful business man diagnosed 
the problem of modern civilization on the basis of 
laboratory experience providing farm colenies for unem- 
ployed workers in England. He found the path of charity 
beset by two obstacles: The “increment” value of land 
rose in the vicinity of his colonies, and the resulting high 
prices prevented the acquisition of adjoining areas; while 
at the same time, public authorities heavily taxed the farm 
equipment, housing, etc. And thus, through actual 
experience, without studying books on economics, Mr. 
Fels became convinced that both agriculture and business 
would greatly gain by the transfer of taxation from 
improvements, machinery, merchandise, etc., to the com- 
munity-made value of both vacant and occupied ground 
in country and city alike. This vivid story gives a 
picture of the economic problem in a wholly new way. 


$1.50, booksellers, or 


DOUBLEDAY, DORAN & CO. 
14 West 49th Street 
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MOTHER’S DAY 


Greetings 


Remember Mother on Mother’s Day with a 
POSTAL TELEGRAM. 


We have choice fixed greeting messages or send 
her one of your own composition. 


In any case, do not forget Mother on this 
very important day. 


Also use POSTAL TELEGRAPH for dis- 
tinction on every other occasion be it a Wed- 
ding, Anniversary, Birthday, etc. For good 
form, good taste, and a good impression, use 
POSTAL TELEGRAPH’s special low-cost 


service whenever you wire. 


To Send a Message, Telephone 


Postal Telegraph 


The charges will appear on your telephone bill. 









































